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Former champ Luan 
Miau takes on Issa 
Isakov in Brazil 
The former BRAVE CF 
Lightweight world cham-
pion Luan “Miau” Santi-
ago is scheduled to make 
his comeback at home in 
March, when the promo-
tion returns to Brazil for a 
record-tying fifth time. P16
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) updates:

Latest update: 11:00 PM
26 February 2020

Measures taken:

Calling on all citizens and residents who have visited Iran during February 
to self-isolate and immediately call 444 to schedule medical examination

Reducing the number of incoming regional �ights

Extension of the suspension of all  �ights arriving from Dubai International 
Airport and Sharjah International Airport for an additional 48 hours

Infected individuals 
returning from Iran are 
showing signs of recovery

Number of infected cases: 33

• HRH the Crown 
Prince stressed 
that through the 
comprehensive co-
ordination of the 
Executive Authority, 
Legislative Authority, 
the private sector, 
citizens and residents 
the Kingdom’s health 
system will prevail in the 
face of Corona threat.

TDT | Manama 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa,  the Crown 

Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-
mander, and First Deputy Prime 
Minister, yesterday visited the 
National Task Force for Combat-
ing the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Operation Room at the Crown 
Prince Centre for Training and 

Medical Research.
HRH the Crown Prince noted 

that the active support of HM 
King Hamad has ensured that 
Bahrain’s health sector is able to 
deliver innovative solutions to 
global challenges.

HRH the Crown Prince ex-
pressed his appreciation and 
support for the ongoing collec-
tive efforts to combat the spread 
of COVID-19, and for ensuring 
citizens and residents safety.

HRH the Crown Prince af-
firmed that Bahrain will con-
tinue to modify its public health 

prevention measures to keep 
abreast with international de-
velopments, while intensifying 
efforts to maintain low infection 
rates.

In this regard, HRH the Crown 
Prince underlined that a strong 
international response to the 
spread of COVID-19 forms the 
foundation of all preventive 
measures. 

Furthermore, HRH stressed 
that COVID-19 does not discrim-

inate based on race, ethnicity, 
religion or social class, calling 
for united efforts to confront the 
illness.

HRH the Crown Prince stressed 
that through the comprehensive 
co-ordination of the Executive 
Authority, Legislative Authority, 
the private sector, citizens and res-
idents, which together form Team 
Bahrain, the Kingdom’s health 
system will prevail in the face of 
the threat posed by COVID-19.

Meanwhile, Dr Safa Al Kha-
waja, Infectious Diseases Con-
sultant and Head of Infection 
Control at the Ministry of Health, 
confirmed that Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) infected returnees 
from Iran are benefiting from 
the care they receive while in 
isolation, and are showing signs 
of recovery.

Dr Safa went on to note that 
all COVID-19 patients at Ebrahim 
Khalil Kanoo Community Medi-
cal Centre are receiving individu-
al care from a specialised medical 
team, in line with established 
global medical protocols.

United 
action call 

HRH the Crown Prince calls for united  
efforts to confront Corona threat 

HRH the Crown Prince being briefed on the situation at the National Task Force Operation Room to Combat COVID-19.

We need to act unitedly 
as COVID-19 does not 

discriminate based on 
race, ethnicity, religion 

or social class. 
HRH THE CROWN PRINCE 

Seven new Corona 
cases registered  

TDT | Manama 

The Ministry of Health 
last night announced 
that it has registered 

seven new confirmed cases of 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) in the 
Kingdom, increasing the total 
confirmed cases to 33.

Infected individuals were 
immediately transferred to 
Ebrahim Khalil Kanoo Com-
munity Medical Centre for iso-
lation and treatment following 
tests that confirmed they were 
carrying COVID-19, upon ar-
rival at Bahrain Internation-
al Airport via indirect flights 
from Iran, the ministry said in 
a statement issued.  

All individuals in contact 

with the infected patients have 
also been quarantined as per 
preventive efforts, the state-
ment added. 

The ministry also noted that 
one of the newly-recorded cas-
es is of a Bahraini citizen who 
had returned from Iran before 
the country announced the 
pandemic. 

33
patients are currently 
undergoing treatment 
in the Kingdom after 
being infected with 

Coronavirus.

Iraq, Lebanon 
flights suspended 
Manama 

The Civil Aviation Affairs 
(CAA) in the Kingdom 

has announced the suspen-
sion of all flights to and from 
the Republic of Iraq and 
the Lebanese Republic un-
til further notice, effective 
immediately. 

The CAA earl ier  an-
nounced that, effective im-
mediately, it has reduced the 
number of incoming region-
al flights and has extended 
the suspension of all flights 
arriving from Dubai Inter-
national Airport and Shar-
jah International Airport for 
an additional 48 hours. 

This decision has been 
taken in order to safeguard 
the health of the Kingdom’s 
citizens and residents.

The CAA urged all Bah-
raini citizens and residents 
who are currently in areas 
affected by the Coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) and who 
were planning to return to the 
Kingdom to call the following 
number: +973 17227555.

The CAA affirmed that it 
is co-operating with all rel-
evant authorities to take the 
necessary measures to con-
tain and combat the spread 
of COVID-19.

Travel agencies 
shut down  
TDT  | Manama 

Two travel agencies were 
closed down yesterday 

by the Bahrain Tourism and 
Exhibitions Authority for 
advertising promotional of-
fers for Iranian destinations. 

The decision was taken for 
violating government guide-
lines in light of Coronavirus 
threat, the authority said.  

HRH the Crown Prince chairs the meeting. 
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Geneva 

Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Dr Abdullatif Al 
Zayani, has affirmed 

Bahrain’s commitment to con-
tinuing its efforts to attain many 
pioneering achievements and 
initiatives to protect and promote 
human rights at all levels, within 
the framework of an effective 
partnership between its official 
governmental institutions and 
civil society, and in constructive 
co-operation with the United 
Nations Human Rights Council 
and the Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights on 
basis of transparency, openness 
and objectivity.

This came in the speech de-
livered yesterday by the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs before 
the high-level conference of the 
United Nations Human Rights 
Council in Geneva, with the par-
ticipation of the Assistant Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, Abdulla 
Al Doseri, the Ambassador of the 
permanent mission of the King-
dom of Bahrain to the United 
Nations Office and other inter-
national organisations, Dr Yusuf 
Bucheeri, and the delegation ac-
companying the minister.

In his speech, the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs expressed 
his pride that the first year of 
the membership of the King-
dom of Bahrain in the Human 
Rights Council coincides with 
the continuous momentum of 
the Kingdom’s achievements in 
many areas of human rights, as 
these achievements are based 
on constitutional and legisla-
tive foundations that reflect the 
respect of the Kingdom of Bah-
rain and its international obli-

gations to protect human rights, 
it is embodied in initiatives and 
policies that are implemented 
from the perspective of the com-
prehensive vision of respecting 
political, civil, economic, social 
and cultural human rights, and 
achieving security, welfare and 
development for all, which was 
affirmed by the National Action 
Charter that was approved in 
February 2001.

The Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs expressed the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s pride in its consistent 
stances and policies that are 
committed to the principles and 
goals of the United Nations in the 
field of human rights protection, 
which are represented in the pi-
oneering civilisational initiatives 
adopted by His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, noting 
in this regard the courageous ini-

tiative adopted by His Majesty 
in July 2011 when he com-
missioned an international 
legal fact-finding committee 
on the events in the Kingdom 

of Bahrain, which was chaired by 
an internationally respected legal 
personality, Professor Mahmoud 
Cherif Bassiouni, and including 
prominent international jurists 
known for their integrity and 
professionalism as members.

Dr Al Zayani stated that it is an 
affirmation by His Majesty the 
King to implement the principles 
of transparency and justice, as he 
granted the committee, by royal 
order, full access to government 
entities, officials and documents, 
in addition to meet with those 
seen fit according to the require-
ments of the legal procedures. 

In addition, His Majesty the 
King attended the session de-

voted to announcing the report 
of the Bahrain Independent 
Commission of Inquiry, without 
being aware of the findings and 
recommendations of the report 
alongside His Royal Highness 
Prime Minister Prince Khalifa 
bin Salman Al Khalifa, and His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-
mander and First Deputy Prime 
Minister, he noted. 

The Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs added that the committee 
presented its report and recom-
mendations in an official meeting 
in which more than 600 local, 
regional and international per-
sonalities participated and in the 
presence of the international me-
dia, noting that His Majesty the 
King announced without hesita-
tion and with full confidence that 
the Kingdom of Bahrain accepted 
all the committee’s recommenda-
tions and issued his high orders 
to implement them.

Separately, Dr Al Zayani met 
with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Mrs Michelle Bachelet, 
on the sidelines of the meetings 
of the 43rd session of the Human 
Rights Council in Geneva.

During the meeting, the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs affirmed 
the keenness of the Kingdom to 
respect human rights principles 
and abide by international agree-
ments in accordance with the 
National Action Charter and the 
Constitution of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain and its national legis-
lation.

Dr Al Zayani speaks at the session. Dr Al Zayani with Mrs Bachelet.  

The first year of 
membership of the 

Kingdom in the Human 
Rights Council coincides 

with the continuous 
momentum of the nation’s 

achievements in many 
areas of human rights. 

DR AL ZAYANI 

The first-ever Ethiopian Business and Cultural Week was inaugurated at the LuLu Hypermarket in Juffair Mall in a sunny 
display of colour, culinary flavours and a showcasing of entrepreneurship. Inaugurated in the presence of the Ethiopian 
Minister of State for Culture and Tourism, Ms Bizunesh Meseret, the show gave over 100 guests a glimpse of Ethiopia’s 
emerging image as an entrepreneurial powerhouse and a peek into its culture and heritage. With kiosks serving 
specially brewed Ethiopian coffee which affirmed the country’s status as the ‘birthplace of coffee’, the culinary journey 
extended to a lively cookery demo by celebrity Ethiopian chef Yohanis Gebreyesus. LuLu Regional Director Mohammed 
Kaleem attended the event along with many dignitaries.

Rights strides stressed 
Minister highlights Kingdom’s consistent stances in line with UN goals

As part of its ongoing World Cuisine Food 
Festival, LuLu Hypermarket welcomed 
visitors to the “Sri Lankan Produce 
and Food Mart” at the Dana Mall. The 
cultural and culinary festival will feature 
promotions on Sri Lankan vegetables, 
exotic fruits and unique processed foods. 
It will run till 29th Feb 2020. The festival 
will feature culinary by Sri Lankan chef 
Samitha Pathmakumara, a Senior Sous 
Chef at the Gulf Hotel. He will also be one 
of the celebrity chefs to be featured at 
the LuLu Hypermarket’s food promotion 
outlet at the BTEA Bahrain Food Festival 
in Bahrain Bay. It was inaugurated by 
Sri Lanka Ambassador Pradeepa Saram 
in the presence of LuLu Group director 
Juzer Rupawala and other dignitaries. 
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1.   Quarantine yourself at home, in a separate room 

2.   Call  444 to schedule your medical test

3.   Follow the instructions given by the medical team 

4.   Avoid close contact with others

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Exposure Prevention Instructions

Wash your hands regularly and thoroughly using soap and water. Use 
alcohol-based sanitizers

Clean and disinfect frequently used objects and surfaces such as door 
handles

Cover your mouth when coughing or sneezing, and dispose of used 
wipes properly

Avoid contact with people experiencing a fever or suffering from a 
cough

Please follow these instructions:

To all citizens and residents
If you have visited Iran during the 

month of February

Schedule your medical examination 
to ensure your safety 
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The Information and 
eGovernment Authori-
ty (iGA), in cooperation 

with the Ministry of Finance & 
National Economy, organised a 
workshop entitled IT Procure-
ment Procedures, and Updated 
Policies and Standards. 

The workshop was attended 
by more than 80 finance and 
IT employees involved in the 
preparation and review of IT 
procurement transactions for 
the government sector.

iGA Director of Governance 
and Enterprise Architecture, Dr 
Khalid Almutawah said: “This 
workshop is in line with the 
iGA’s efforts to execute govern-
ment projects as per the policies 
and standards of the Ministerial 
Committee for Financial and 
Economic Affairs and Finan-
cial Balance, chaired by Deputy 
Prime Minister,  Shaikh Khalid 
bin Abdulla Al Khalifa. 

“We aim to implement the 

Committee’s decisions in ac-
cordance with best practices 
and at the lowest possible cost, 
to support the government’s 
goal to optimise operational ex-
penses and raise the efficiency 
of government sector perfor-
mance.”

The workshop outlined up-
dated IT procurement proce-
dures, which include a stream-
lining of government procure-
ment request and approval 
mechanisms, and a standardi-
sation of classifications related 
to IT expenses in accordance 
with a framework approved by 
the Ministry of Finance and Na-
tional Economy. This includes 
updated procedures for all re-
quest prerequisites.

The workshop also shed light 
on the work of the ICT Govern-
ance Committee, showcasing 
its duties and main responsibil-
ities, as well as the procedures 
followed by IT and financial 
resource specialists which offer 
faster reviews and approvals. 

It showcased the updated 
version of the project document 
used to communicate details 
required for the evaluation of 
government technical projects. 
These details cover total invest-
ment and operation costs, and 
include a comparison of long 
term implementation options.

The iGA also covered impor-
tant computer procurement 
standards and technical specifi-
cations that are updated period-
ically, and which aim to direct 
investment towards devices 
with suitable specifications and 
prices to ensure that they match 

capacity requirements. 
These standards are also 

aimed at extending the periods 
of the products’ usefulness to 
government departments and 
reducing technical problems, 
as per a recommendation by 
the Ministry of Finance and Na-
tional Economy to implement 
multi-factor authentication 
techniques.  

The workshop highlighted 
policies related to the purchase 
and usage of printing devices at 
government entities, which aim 
to reduce printing and opera-
tional expenses by determining 
the required number of devices, 
paper sheets, and consumables. 

This is in support of efforts to 
encourage ‘green environment’ 
practices, including alternative 
methods to gaining access to 
devices such as renting, leasing, 
contracting printing compa-
nies to maintain low printing 
costs, and adopting a system 
that matches paper purchases 
with usage.   

Dr Almutawah speaks at the workshop.   A segment of the audience at the workshop. 

We aim to implement 
the committee’s 

decisions in accordance 
with best practices and 
at the lowest possible 

cost. 
DR ALMUTAWAH  

Key workshop puts focus on latest  
IT procurement policies, standards 

More than 80 financial and IT experts attend the workshop

Oasis Mall, Riffa is hosting this season’s Bahraini Farmers Market. The market 
was inaugurated under the patronage of Shaikha Hind bint Salman Al Khalifa, 
Board of Directors of Al Rashid Group on Sunday the 23rd of February 2020. 
The farmers market was created as a concept to encourage the local farmers 
and create a sense of community awareness towards agriculture. This 
market was planned in line with the objectives of the National Initiative for 
Agricultural Development. Oasis Mall has taken up this exceptional initiative 
to support and provide an opportunity to local farmers to help them make 
farming profitable. The farmers market will be held every week on Saturday 
and Sunday between 8 am to 12:30 pm up till the 29th of March 2020.

Farmers market opens 
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At 1 January 2019 22,000 (1,597) 8,767 31,960 43 61,173 3,170 64,343

Loss and total comprehensive income for the year - - - (3,285) - (3,285) 313 (2,972)

 Dividend for 2018 declared (5 %)  - - - (1,075) - (1,075) (1,250) (2,325)

 Donations and charity reserve - - - (30) 30 - - -  

Acquisition of balance NCI in a subsidiary - - - (47) - (47) 47 -

Utilization of donation and charity reserve approved - - - - (9) (9) - (9)

At 31 December 2019 22,000 (1,597) 8,767 27,523 64 56,757 2,280 59,037

   2019 2018Cash flows from operating activities   
(Loss) / Profit for the year   (2,972) 5,178
Adjustments for:    
Depreciation of property, plant and equipment   6,524 5,931
Depreciation on right of use assets  2,313 -
Depreciation of investment property  78 78
Impairment of investment property  - 169
Write off / Impairment of trade receivables (net)   753 393
Impairment reversal on contract assets   (17) 1,400
Impairment on goodwill  350 -
Amortization of held to maturity investment   3 -
Gain on disposal of property, plant and equipment   (89) (100)
Share of profit from joint ventures, net   (161) (1,088)
Share of (profit) / loss from associate  (99) (42)
Employee benefits  41 556
Changes in: 
Inventories   222 5,084
Trade and other receivables  5,111 (8,312)
Contract assets  (6,446) (2,840)
Due from related parties  198 238
Trade and other payables  (2,948) (2,464)
Contract liabilities   4,912 (7,162)
Employee benefits  (723) 534
Due to related parties  763 1,477
Bills payable  1,499 (1,239)
  Net cash used in operating activities  9,312 (2,209)
Cash flows from investing activities    
Purchase of property, plant and equipment   (5,541) (4,288)
Proceeds on sale of property, plant and equipment  231 356
Acquisition of subsidiary  - (1,000)
Dividend from equity accounted investees   302 531
Movement on deposits with banks  (138) 243
   Net cash used in investing activities    (5,146) (4,158)
Cash flows from financing activities    
Proceeds from bank loans   2,614 4,463
Repayment of bank loans   (1,250) (1,715)
Payment of lease liabilities  (1,640) -
Dividends paid to equity shareholders of the parent  (1,077) (1,043)
Dividends paid to non-controlling shareholders  (1,250) (940)
Donations paid  (9) (10)

Net cash from / (used) in financing activities  (2,612) 755
Net increase / (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents  1,554 (5,612)
Cash and cash equivalents at 1 January   (7,495) (1,883)
 
Cash and cash equivalents at 31 December  (5,941) (7,495)

   2019 2018
ASSETS
Property, plant and equipment   26,311 27,436
Right of use assets  6,433 -
Investment properties    2,022 2,100
Equity accounted investees   1,550 1,592
Other assets  629 982
Total non-current assets  36,945 32,110
 
Inventories   9,400 9,622
Trade and other receivables   64,916 70,780
Contract assets   37,666 31,208
Due from related parties   3,933 4,126
Deposits with banks  504 366
Cash and cash equivalents   13,431 10,417
Total current assets  129,850 126,519
Total assets  166,795 158,629
 
EQUITY    
Share capital   22,000 22,000
Treasury shares   (1,597) (1,597)
Statutory reserve   8,767 8,767
Retained earnings   27,523 31,960
Donations and charity reserve  64 43
Equity attributable to equity holders of the parent  56,757 61,173
Non-controlling interest  2,280 3,170
Total equity   59,037 64,343
   
Liabilities    
Lease liabilities   4,108 -
Bank loans    3,715 3,668
Employee benefits   7,668 7,627
Total non-current liabilities  15,491 11,295
  
Trade and other payables   38,712 40,988
Lease liabilities   2,324
Contract liabilities    13,482 8,570
Employee benefits   3,076 3,799
Due to related parties   10,268 9,505
Bills payable   2,735 1,236
Bank loans   2,298 981
Bank overdrafts  19,372 17,912
Total current liabilities  92,267 82,991
Total liabilities 107,758 94,286
Total equity and liabilities 166,795 158,629

    2019 2018

Revenue    153,484 182,770
    

Cost of sales    (143,553) (163,994)

Gross profit   9,931  18,776

Other income    1,040 857
General and administrative expenses    (12,986) (13,686)
Impairment losses on trade  and other receivables and 
contract assets     (93) (1,016)
Finance income   154 67
Finance cost   (1,278) (950)
Share of profit from equity accounted investees, net    260 1,130
    
(Loss) / Profit for the year     (2,972) 5,178
    

Other comprehensive income    - -
    
Total comprehensive income for the year   (2,972) 5,178
    

(Loss) / Profit and total comprehensive income for the year 
attributable to:    
Equity holders of the parent   (3,285) 4,262
Non-controlling interest   313 916
   (2,972) 5,178

Earnings per share      
Basic and diluted earnings per share (Fils)     (15.27) 19.81

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2019                                                                                                          

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS AND OTHER COMPREHENSIVE 
INCOME  FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019 
                                                                                                                                                 

NASS CORPORATION BSC 

At 1 January 2018 (as previously reported) 22,000 (1,597) 8,341 31,495 23 60,262 2,722 62,984
Impact of adopting IFRS 9  - - - (2,466) - (2,466) (186) (2,652)
Impact of adopting IFRS 15  - - - 200 - 200 - 200
Balance as at 
1 January 2018 (restated) 22,000 (1,597) 8,341 29,229 23 57,996 2,536 60,532

Profit and total comprehensive income for the year - - - 4,262 - 4,262 916 5,178
Transfer to statutory reserve for 2018 - - 426 (426) - - - -
Acquisition of subsidiary - - - - - - 658 658
2017 Appropriations approved:
Dividend (5 %)  - - - (1,075) - (1,075) (940) (2,015)
Donations and charity reserve - - - (30) 30 - - -
        
Utilization of donation and charity reserve - - -  (10) (10) - (10)        At 31 December 2018 22,000 (1,597) 8,767 31,960 43 61,173 3,170 64,343

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY      
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019 (CONTINUED)                                                                                                                                      
                        

Bahraini Dinars ’000

Bahraini Dinars ’000

Bahraini Dinars ’000
Bahraini Dinars ’000

     Donations  Non-
Share Treasury Statutory Retained and charity Total controlling  Total
capital shares reserve earnings reserve  interest equity

     Donations  Non-
Share Treasury Statutory Retained and charity Total controlling  Total
capital shares reserve earnings reserve  interest equity

Attributable to equity holders of the parent Attributable to equity holders of the parent

2019 2018

The above statements have been extracted from the consolidated financial statements for the year ended 31st December 2019 
which has been audited by KPMG Fakhro.

 Sameer Abdulla Nass  Sami Abdulla Nass
 Chairman  Deputy Chairman & Managing Director 

Bahraini Dinars ’000

The consolidated financial statements  were approved by the Board of Directors on  26 February 2020 and signed on its behalf by :

Date : 26  February 2020

‘1,000 Bahraini citizens stranded’   
in Iranian city of Mashhad alone 

Lawmakers rap Iran for concealing Cornavirus infection and death numbers  

• MPs said that Iran 
is deceiving the world 
community as part of 
their biological warfare 
against countries 
in the region. 

• All cases of 
coronavirus in the 
Kingdom involve 
individuals who have 
returned from Iran.

TDT | Manama 

There are at least 1,000 
B a h r a i n i s  s t r a n d -
ed in the Iranian city 

of  Mashhad alone, according 
to a Bahraini lawmaker. 

MP Khalid Buanq said there 
would be a higher number of 
Bahrainis in the country when 
other cities are as well con-
sidered. 

This came as the lawmakers 
discussed a proposal to restrict 
Bahrainis who are infected 

with Coronavirus from enter-
ing the Kingdom. 

S o m e  l a w m a k e r s  e v e n 
opined that infected Bahrai-
nis should be asked to wait 
until they recover before being 
allowed to enter the Kingdom. 

MP Mohammed Al Sisi said 
that those infected that are re-
turning from Iran pose a threat 
to the health of those living in 
the Kingdom. 

MPs also suggested that Iran 
is withholding  real numbers 
of coronavirus and deceiv-
ing other countries as part of 
their biological warfare against 
countries in the region. 

Tribune yesterday reported 
a prominent Bahraini analyst 
group suggesting that Iran’s 
covering up of the real num-
ber of cases of coronavirus in 
the country contributed to the 
spread of the disease region-
ally.  

Iran’s assertion that it only 
has less than a 100 cases of 
coronavirus is misleading and 
gave pilgrims and visitors from 
the region a false sense of se-
curity, according to Bahraini 

analyst group Citizens For 
Bahrain. 

“The excessive secrecy and 
deliberate hiding of data from 
international health officials 
has allowed rates of infection 
to spiral out of control,” the 
group stated.

“Iran’s Health Ministry on 
24 February claimed that the 

total number of infections was 
61, with 12 deaths. However, a 
Qom deputy asserted that the 
death toll was at least 50. 

Experts point out that such 
a death toll in reality proba-
bly means that thousands of 
people are already affected; 
hence the numbers of foreign 
pilgrims returning from Qom 
to their home countries and 
spreading the disease further 
afield. 

“There are reportedly also 
growing numbers of cases in 
other cities across Iran, sug-
gesting that the disease is al-

ready way out of control,” it 
stated.

Iran’s deputy health minis-
ter, Iraj Harirchi, who spear-
headed the country’s efforts 
to contain the coronavirus, 
has contracted the illness, the 
Health Ministry said on Tues-
day, renewing concerns about 
the spread of the virus in the 
country.

Iran is one of the five coun-
tries that Bahrain has placed 
a travel ban on. All cases of 
coronavirus in the Kingdom 
involve individuals who have 
returned from Iran.

The House in session. 

There would be a higher 
number of Bahrainis in 
the country when other 
Iranian cities are as well 

considered. 
MR BUANQ 

Compulsory medical checks 

The Ministry of Health has announced it will arrange med-
ical examinations for all citizens and residents who have 

visited the Islamic Republic of Iran during the month of Febru-
ary, as part of comprehensive precautionary measures that have 
been activated in light of the spread of the Coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19), in line with the National Campaign to Combat Cov-
id-19. The Ministry of Health urged all returning citizens and 
residents to call 444 to schedule medical examination dates as 
soon as possible. 
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Sentence reduced for Gulf 
national in ‘fake note case’  

Defendant now needs to spend one year behind prison;  
was earlier sentenced to five years  

TDT | Manama 

A Gulf national, who was 
earlier convicted of us-
ing a fake note at a mall 

in Muharraq, got his five years 
imprisonment sentence reduced 
by the Supreme Criminal Court 
of Appeal to one year.

The defendant was arrested 
after trying to use a fake SR500 
note inside the mall. 

He apparently wanted to buy 
a lighter but the cashier inside 
the shop discovered that the 

currency note wasn’t genuine, 
therefore he refused to sell it. 

With the GCC man insisting to 
have the lighter using the fake 
cash note, the cashier called 
the mall security to deal with the 
defendant, who fled the spot af-
ter losing hope that his attempt 
will succeed. 

It’s said that the GCC man, 
along with a fellow national, 
entered the toilet after the mall’s 
security men chased him. 

He flushed the money but the 
security men managed to recov-

er it from the drainage. 
Meanwhile, police officers 

arrived and arrested the defend-
ant who was found to being in 
possession of fake money worth 
SR1400. 

He was tried before the High 
Criminal Court which sen-
tenced him to five years behind 
bars. 

However, the plaintiff went to 
the court and waived his right to 
sue the defendant. 

Forensic examination of the 
note proved that it was forged 
using a normal scanner and a 
colour printer.

Gulf Air suspends 
Dubai flights for 
another 48 hours 

• The Gulf Air 
Contact Centre 
will be contacting 
affected passengers 
and assisting them 
accordingly. 

TDT | Manama 

Gulf Air yesterday con-
firmed that it is com-
plying with the Civil 

Aviation Affairs (CAA) in the 
Kingdom order to tempo-
rarily suspend flights to and 
from Dubai International 
Airport for an additional 48 
hours. 

The decision has been tak-
en in order to safeguard the 
health and welfare of the King-
dom’s citizens and residents 
from the current Coronavirus 
COVID-19 outbreak.

Passengers are advised to 
visit gulfair.com for a list of 
the affected flights along with 
rebooking and refund instruc-
tions. 

The Gulf Air Contact Cen-
tre will be contacting affect-
ed passengers and assisting 
them accordingly; Passengers 
who have made their bookings 
through a travel agent are ad-
vised to get in touch with the 
agents directly regarding their 
rebooking and refund options.

Furthermore, passengers 

should check the airline’s 
website before traveling or to 
call the Gulf Air Contact Cen-
tre for more information on 
+97317373737. 

The airline is experiencing 
higher than usual call volumes 
due to passenger queries about 
the Novel Coronavirus COV-
ID-19 and may take more time 
than usual to answer customer 
calls, it said in a statement is-
sued last night. 

Gulf Air apologises to its 
affected passengers for any 
inconvenience that this may 
have caused and is working 
closely with the concerned 
authorities in the Kingdom 
and to take all precautionary 
and preventive measures in 
order to ensure the safety and 
security of the citizens and res-
idents of the Kingdom along 
with its passengers and crew, 
the statement added. 

The airlines has already 
suspended flights to many 
destinations, where Corona 
outbreak has been reported. 

1,400
Saudi riyals were seized 

from the defendant, 
which later turned out to 

be fake notes.

The decision has been 
taken in order to 

safeguard the health 
and welfare of citizens 

and residents from 
Coronavirus outbreak.

GULF AIR  

Bahrain International Garden Show postponed
Manama 

Bahrain International Gar-
den Show (BIGS) has been 
postponed to next year, 

the National Initiative for Ag-
ricultural Development (NIAD) 
has announced.

  BIGS was scheduled for 
March 2020, but the decision 
to postpone was taken based on 
Bahrain’s deep sense of respon-
sibility in dealing with the fast-

paced developments and the 
Kingdom’s particular keenness 
on the health and wellbeing of 
citizens and residents amid the 
efforts to tackle the coronavirus 
(Covid-19) across the globe, the 
NIAD said yesterday in a state-
ment issued. 

The decision is also in line 
with the instructions of the Na-
tional Disaster Management 
Committee to postpone activi-
ties and events in order to sup-

port the Kingdom’s efforts in 
this regard.

Bahrain genuinely cares about 
the health and wellbeing of the 
participants and visitors from 
Bahrain and abroad and the Na-
tional Initiative for Agricultural 
Development is committed to 
supporting the government’s ef-
forts in dealing efficiently with 
the unexpected and temporary 
circumstances, a statement by 
the organisers said. 

Bahrain Defence Force (BDF) Chief of Staff Lieutenant-General Dhiyab Al Nuaimi attended the graduation ceremony of officers who participated in an advanced infantry course. The ceremony was held under the patronage of BDF Commander-in-
Chief Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa. The Chief of Staff presented certificates to the graduating officers and appreciation awards to the outstanding participants. He congratulated them on successfully completing the course and 
fulfilling the graduation requirements.

BDF graduation ceremony 

Bahrain pays homage to late former Egyptian President
Manama 

The Undersecretary of Regional 
and GCC Affairs, Ambassador Wa-
heed Mubarak Sayyar, conveyed 

sincere condolences and sympathy of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain, and the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Abdullatif Al 
Zayani, to the government and people 
of the brotherly Arab Republic of Egypt, 
upon the death of former Egyptian Pres-
ident Mohamed Hosni Mubarak.

This came during the visit of the Am-
bassador Wahid Mubarak Sayyar, to 
the Embassy of the Arab Republic of 
Egypt to the Kingdom of Bahrain, to 

offer condolences for the death of the 
late Egyptian President.

He expressed his deepest condolenc-
es and sincere sympathy to the family 
of the late President and the brotherly 
people of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 
recalling the important role of the late 
President in strengthening relations 
between the Kingdom and the Arab Re-
public of Egypt in various fields, praising 
his untiring efforts in serving the issues 
of the Arab and Islamic nations.

Egypt held a full-honours military 
funeral Wednesday for the country’s for-
mer autocratic President Hosni Mubar-
ak, who ruled for decades before he was 

ousted in the 2011 Arab Spring uprising 
that swept much of the region.

The funeral, replete with cannon fire 
and a horse-drawn carriage carrying his 

coffin, highlighted the wartime achieve-
ments of Mubarak. It comes as part of a 
government effort to make Mubarak’s 
military career his legacy, rather than his 
time in office.

Egypt’s current President Abdel Fat-
tah El Sisi, attended briefly, offering 
condolences and shaking hands with 
Mubarak’s two sons, Alaa and Gamal, 
and his wife Suzanne.

Mubarak’s body was later placed in a 
tomb a few kilometers away at his fam-
ily’s cemetery in Heliopolis, an upscale 
Cairo district that was Mubarak’s home 
for most of his rule and where he lived 
quietly until his death.

The country’s state television chan-
nel, meanwhile, maintained live cov-
erage and played footage of Mubarak 
in his younger, pre-office days, lauding 
him for his role as commander of the 
air force during the country’s 1973 war 
with Israel. As president, Mubarak 
would later solidify peace with their 
onetime enemy.

On Wednesday, a few dozen Mubar-
ak supporters, clad in black and car-
rying posters of the former president, 
had gathered since morning hours at a 
mosque complex in an eastern New Cai-
ro neighborhood, where Mubarak’s body 
was brought for the funeral service.

Hosni Mubarak 



07

business

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2020

Climate change gets top priority in ICCUS 2020
Invest more in oil, environmental projects: Bahrain’s Minister tells top oil executives

TDT | Manama 

Bahrain’s oil minister yes-
terday called for enhanc-
ing investment in ‘vital’ 

projects that would boost oil 
production and strengthen the 
national economy. 

The minister also reminded 
top oil honchos on the need 
to come up with projects that 
would preserve the environment 
in line with the provisions of 
the Paris Agreement on Climate  
Change. 

“Preserving climate has be-
come important for all coun-
tries of the world,” said Shai-
kh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al  
Khalifa. 

“International companies are 
doing a commendable job in this 
aspect by enhancing the techni-
cal and technological services in 
these vital areas,” the minister 
said.

The Minister of Oil was meet-
ing with top oil executives from 
around the globe on the sidelines 
of the International Conference 

and Exhibition of Carbon Cap-
ture, Utilization and Storage 
(ICCUS 2020) in Riyadh. Chief 
executives of oil companies 
(Schlumberger- Air Productions 
- GX) as well as officials of the 
National Oil and Gas Authority 

(NOGA) and its oil companies 
were present. 

800 dignitaries, ministers 
of oil and energy from various 
countries of the world and the 
CEO’s of companies specialized 
in the oil sector and technicians 

and academics participated in 
the event.

ICCUS 2020 provided the 
participants with a platform to 
exchange positive information 
and experiences to find appro-
priate and realistic solutions, 

in addition to discussing the 
international efforts to reduce 
greenhouse gases emissions, as 
well as implementing a range 
of voluntary projects and ini-
tiatives to reduce the negative 
impacts of climate change.

The minister said that the 
patronage of the conference 
by Bahrain and Saudi Arabia 
reflects the importance of en-
hancing flexibility and reducing 
the negative effects of climate 
change. 

Shaikh Mohammed dis-
cussed with the chief execu-
tives’ key oil-related topics and 
ways to enhance the sector in  
Bahrain.

The minister also discussed 
with CEOs of Bahraini oil com-
panies projects implemented 
by the Kingdom to preserve the 
environment, wishing them 
continued success in their  
work.

Shaikh Mohammed toured 
the exhibition accompanying 
the conference, where he was 
briefed on the latest technol-
ogies and expertise related to 
environmental matters.

The first edition of the Inter-
national Conference and Exhi-
bition of Carbon Capture, Utili-
zation and Storage (ICCUS 2020) 
concluded yesterday.

Bahrain’s Minister of oil Shaikh Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Khalifa with top officials during the International Conference and Exhibition of Carbon Capture, Utilization 
and Storage (ICCUS 2020) in Riyadh

Obstetrics & Gynecology 
team expands at RBH
Manama 

Royal Bahrain Hospital 
announced the joining of 

Dr Bhanu Handa – Specialist, 
Obstetrics & Gynecology from 
India. 

Dr Bhanu has more than 22 
years of experience in the field 
of Obstetrics & Gynecology. 
She is Indian board certified 
in Obstetrics & Gynecology 
after completing her residency 
training in New Delhi at Lady 
Hardinge Medical Complex. 
Dr Bhanu is also a certified 
member of the Royal College 
of Obstetricians and Gynecol-
ogists, Ireland, and has vari-
ous publications in local and 
international peer-reviewed 
journals in this field. 

Dr Bhanu is experienced in 
the diagnosis, treatment and 
management of various OBGYN 
conditions such as pregnan-
cy, antenatal & delivery care 
(normal & cesarean sections), 
gynaecology procedures such 
as smears, colposcopy, hys-

teroscopy, hysterectomy and 
ovarian cystectomy, manage-
ment of miscarriages and fam-
ily planning. 

To book an appointment 
with Dr Bhanu Handa, call 
17246800 or book online 
through www.royalbahrain-
hospital.com. Also, download 
the Royal Bahrain Hospital 
Mobile Application to book 
appointments on iOS and An-
droid devices. 

Dr Bhanu Handa – Specialist, 
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Isuzu trucks drive Mohammed Al-Ojaimi group’s expansion plans 

Manama

Motorcity, the exclusive dis-
tributor of Isuzu vehicles 

in Bahrain has delivered a fleet 
of Isuzu trucks to the Moham-
med Al-Ojaimi Group, a leading 
Saudi-based company serving 
different industries within Bah-
rain and Saudi Arabia.  

The group is currently exe-
cuting the second phase of the 

Electricity and Water Authori-
ty’s (EWA) transmission devel-
opment project. 

General Manager of Motor-
city Commercial, Arun Ku-
maar highlighted the demand 
for reliable vehicles that sup-
port the growth of business-
es, stating, “Isuzu trucks are 
built to provide sustainable and 
efficient transportation solu-
tions. The trucks come with 

high cargo capacity, advanced 
safety features and turbo in-
ter-cooled diesel engines, which 
effectively reduce their fuel  
consumption.”    

Movement & Maintenance 
M a n a g e r  a t  M o h a m m e d 
Al-Ojaimi Group, Hussam M. 
Dalal believes that  upgrading 
the fleet with Isuzu trucks is 
a significant step, stating, “We 
wanted to strengthen our pres-

ence in the Bahrain market, 
and adding four Isuzu D-Max 
pick-ups and three Isuzu 
NPR crew cabins to our exist-
ing fleet is part of a strategic  
plan.”

Arun Kumaar handed over 
the fleet to Hussam M. Dalal 
at the Motorcity showroom in 
Nuwaidrat. The full range of 
Isuzu vehicles is available at the 
Motorcity showroom.

General Manager of Motorcity Commercial  Arun Kumaar handed over the fleet to Movement & Maintenance Manager at Mohammed Al-Ojaimi Group  Hussam M. 
Dalal at the Motorcity showroom in Nuwaidrat

New Chinese billionaires outpace US by 3 to 1: Hurun
• Technology was 
followed by property, 
manufacturing, capital 
and retail as a major 
source of wealth 
in the past year.

Reuters | Beijing

China minted three times 
as many new billionaires 

than the United States in the 
past year, with fortunes made 

in drugs and online entertain-
ment after a mini-boom from the 

coronavirus outbreak, a ranking 
of the world’s wealthiest people 
shows.

The Greater China region, in-
cluding Hong Kong and Taiwan, 
created 182 new billionaires in 
the year to Jan. 31, taking its to-
tal to 799, according to the 2020 
Hurun Global Rich List released 
yesterday. That compares with 
59 new US billionaires.

While the outbreak of a new 
coronavirus in China has ham-
mered the world’s second-big-
gest economy, it has also driven 
up stock valuations of Chinese 

companies in online education, 
online games and vaccinations, 
the report said.

With much of China stuck at 
home due to quarantines and 
travel restrictions, demand for 
online services has surged, lin-
ing the pockets of billionaire 
founders such as Robin Li of 
Baidu, owner of popular online 
video platform iQiyi.

Healthcare entrepreneurs 
specializing in vaccinations 
did well, including An Kang of 
Hualan Biological Engineering 
and Jiang Rensheng of Zhifei 

Biological Products.
“China today has more billion-

aires than the US and India com-
bined,” said Rupert Hoogewerf, 
founder and chairman of the 
Hurun Report, which counted 
629 US billionaires and 137 in 
India.

New Chinese entrants include 
Cheng Xianfeng of drug mak-
er Yifan Xinfu Pharmaceutical 
and Shen Ya of online discount 
retailer Vipshop.

In the past year to end-Jan-
uary, tech stocks in China .CSI-
INT surged 77 per cent and Chi-

nese pharma companies gained 
37pc, beating a 16pc rise in world 
stocks.

US tycoons still led the list, 
with Amazon.com founder Jeff 
Bezos retaining the top spot for 
a third year with a $140 billion 
fortune.

Jack Ma of Chinese e-com-
merce giant Alibaba Group 
topped China’s billionaires with 
$45 billion and came in No. 21 
overall, but he was overtaken 
by Elon Musk from Tesla due to 
soaring shares in the US electric 
carmaker.

The financial district in Shanghai, China
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MOHAMMED  
MAHFOODH AL ARDHI 

On  Ja n u a r y  1 0,  2 0 2 0, 
Oman’s 79-year-old ruler, 
Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al 

Said, passed away, leaving be-
hind a great legacy built over a 
period of five eventful decades. 
During his reign, the seasoned 
politician and celebrated glob-
al peacemaker used his wisdom 
and vast knowledge to build the 
foundations of progress across 
Oman and improve the lives of 
its people, while offering valuable 
support to the country’s allies 
from the region and beyond.

The late Sultan Qaboos fol-
lowed a wise neutral policy and 
often played the role of mediator 
between countries. This was a 
tactical approach in a fast-chang-
ing world, where conflicts can 
lead to tensions and have a long-
term detrimental impact on all 
nations involved.

The late Sultan Qaboos was 
deeply interested in the Oma-
ni, Arab and religious heritage, 
as well as Arabic language, lit-
erature and history. During his 
lifetime, he supported multiple 
cultural projects launched or 
executed by regional and global 
organisations.

His contributions in this arena 
include the Sultan Qaboos En-
cyclopedia of Arab Names and 
Quran memorisation projects 
across the Arab region. He also 
founded the Sultan Qaboos Prize 

for Environmental Preservation 
– a biennial award sponsored by 
the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa-
tion (UNESCO) – and contributed 
to the UNESCO initiative ‘Integral 
Study of the Silk Roads: Roads of 
Dialogue’.

The late Sultan firmly be-
lieved in dialogue and peace-

ful solutions. In this context, 
he launched the Sultan Qaboos 
Declaration Project on United 
Human Values that aims to pro-
mote understanding and friendly 
relations among the people of 
the world.

Developing local talent and 
equipping Omani citizens with 
the tools to build a better future 

was always a top priority for him.
Leaving behind a capable, 

peaceful, stable and flourishing 
nation that will continue his leg-
acy, the late ruler chose Sultan 
Haitham bin Tariq Al Said as the 
new Sultan of Oman. He firm-
ly believed that his successor 
would add a new dimension to 
our nation’s development jour-

THE PERSON WHO CAN BRING 
THE SPIRIT OF LAUGHTER 
INTO A ROOM IS INDEED 
BLESSED.
BENNETT CERF

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

From the 
Great Barrier 

Reef to the 
Arabian Gulf 
and beyond, 

protecting 
the seas and 

oceans – 
and the life 
that teems 

within them 
– is about 

as urgent an 
issue as you 

could hope to 
find 

Oman is on 
track for a 

prosperous 
future

The late Sultan Qaboos believed 
that his successor would add 
a new dimension to Oman’s 

development journey 

MUSTAFA AL RAWI

More than a decade ago, 
the rise of social media, 
mobile connectivity 

and a growing awareness of the 
crisis of the natural world helped 
conservationists, scientists and 
environmental activists begin 
to work together in real time 
to monitor and respond to the 
damage that human activity was 
doing to plant and animal life 
across continents.

At the government level, si-
multaneously, an increasing fo-
cus on the risks of climate change 
resulted in more resources being 
put into the research needed to 
shape more sustainable policies.

There was a time when both 
these trends seemed to be mov-
ing in lockstep. The momentum 
resulted in almost all countries 
agreeing on taking action and 
setting targets.

Since the financial crisis erupt-
ed in 2007 and with a job market 
disrupted by faster technological 
change, priorities for many gov-
ernments shifted. However, indi-
viduals who had been working in 
labs and organisations, and who 
have led the fight against the 
impact of climate change, have 
not slowed their efforts. Rather 
it has been the opposite. Mean-
while, some both national and 
local governments have stayed 
focused on what is now a climate 
emergency.

It is worth putting a spotlight 
on these efforts.

For example, the UAE is to cre-
ate the world’s largest artificial 
coral reef off the east coast of Fu-
jairah, including about 300,000 

mature adult colonies – about the 
size of three football pitches – in 
a single location.

The Fujairah Cultured Coral 
Reef Gardens is an ambitious 
undertaking, and the Ministry 
of Climate Change and Environ-
ment says it is part of its efforts 

to protect the UAE’s biodiversity 
and champion sustainability.

There are food security im-
plications, too. The gardens will 
be a haven for a large number of 
local fish species, including the 
hammour and sheri, which are 
over-exploited, threatening their 

long-term survival. It is a project 
that requires collaboration be-
yond borders. Conservationists 
from the Florida Keys in the US 
will help local marine biologists 
to grow coral.

The impact of climate change 
on the natural habitats in the 

waters around the UAE and its 
neighbours has been seen most 
starkly during a record hot sum-
mer three years ago that left al-
most all of Abu Dhabi’s coral 
coverbleached and struggling to 
survive.

From the Great Barrier Reef 

World’s largest artificial coral reef is an important step in reviving ecosystems 
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period of five eventful decades. 
During his reign, the seasoned 
politician and celebrated glob-
al peacemaker used his wisdom 
and vast knowledge to build the 
foundations of progress across 
Oman and improve the lives of 
its people, while offering valuable 
support to the country’s allies 
from the region and beyond.

The late Sultan Qaboos fol-
lowed a wise neutral policy and 
often played the role of mediator 
between countries. This was a 
tactical approach in a fast-chang-
ing world, where conflicts can 
lead to tensions and have a long-
term detrimental impact on all 
nations involved.

The late Sultan Qaboos was 
deeply interested in the Oma-
ni, Arab and religious heritage, 
as well as Arabic language, lit-
erature and history. During his 
lifetime, he supported multiple 
cultural projects launched or 
executed by regional and global 
organisations.

His contributions in this arena 
include the Sultan Qaboos En-
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to the UNESCO initiative ‘Integral 
Study of the Silk Roads: Roads of 
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The late Sultan firmly be-
lieved in dialogue and peace-

ful solutions. In this context, 
he launched the Sultan Qaboos 
Declaration Project on United 
Human Values that aims to pro-
mote understanding and friendly 
relations among the people of 
the world.

Developing local talent and 
equipping Omani citizens with 
the tools to build a better future 

was always a top priority for him.
Leaving behind a capable, 

peaceful, stable and flourishing 
nation that will continue his leg-
acy, the late ruler chose Sultan 
Haitham bin Tariq Al Said as the 
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ly believed that his successor 
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mobile connectivity 
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to work together in real time 
to monitor and respond to the 
damage that human activity was 
doing to plant and animal life 
across continents.

At the government level, si-
multaneously, an increasing fo-
cus on the risks of climate change 
resulted in more resources being 
put into the research needed to 
shape more sustainable policies.

There was a time when both 
these trends seemed to be mov-
ing in lockstep. The momentum 
resulted in almost all countries 
agreeing on taking action and 
setting targets.

Since the financial crisis erupt-
ed in 2007 and with a job market 
disrupted by faster technological 
change, priorities for many gov-
ernments shifted. However, indi-
viduals who had been working in 
labs and organisations, and who 
have led the fight against the 
impact of climate change, have 
not slowed their efforts. Rather 
it has been the opposite. Mean-
while, some both national and 
local governments have stayed 
focused on what is now a climate 
emergency.

It is worth putting a spotlight 
on these efforts.

For example, the UAE is to cre-
ate the world’s largest artificial 
coral reef off the east coast of Fu-
jairah, including about 300,000 

mature adult colonies – about the 
size of three football pitches – in 
a single location.

The Fujairah Cultured Coral 
Reef Gardens is an ambitious 
undertaking, and the Ministry 
of Climate Change and Environ-
ment says it is part of its efforts 

to protect the UAE’s biodiversity 
and champion sustainability.

There are food security im-
plications, too. The gardens will 
be a haven for a large number of 
local fish species, including the 
hammour and sheri, which are 
over-exploited, threatening their 

long-term survival. It is a project 
that requires collaboration be-
yond borders. Conservationists 
from the Florida Keys in the US 
will help local marine biologists 
to grow coral.

The impact of climate change 
on the natural habitats in the 

waters around the UAE and its 
neighbours has been seen most 
starkly during a record hot sum-
mer three years ago that left al-
most all of Abu Dhabi’s coral 
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From the Great Barrier Reef 

World’s largest artificial coral reef is an important step in reviving ecosystems 
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Co n s i g n m e n t  ( 1 5 
tonnes) of Indian 

medical relief for #COV-
ID19 lands in Wuhan. 
Strong expression of our 
solidarity with the Chi-
nese people at this diffi-
cult time. Thank you @
IAF_MCC and @EOIBei-
jing  for your efforts.

@DrSJaishankar

If a coronavirus outbreak 
occurs, it’ll first hit poor, 

hard working Americans in 
big cities who use subways, 
buses, and other crowded 
public transportation net-
works to go to work. We’re 
all in this together, which is 
why universal healthcare 
is so important. #Corona-
virusOutbreak

@eugenegu

U.S. intelligence offi-
cials are concerned 

that their latest findings 
about Russian election 
interference are being 
distorted and weap-
onized for political gain 
by both sides, current 
and former officials told 
NBC News.

@NBCNightlyNews

Hats off to the hard-
working and talent-

ed Chinese nation: your 
commitment to extermi-
nate even the reasons of 
#CoronavirusOutbreak 
are unparalleled and ef-
forts you’ve made are 
unfounded in the histo-
ry. God helps those who 
help themselves. You are 
born to succeed in every 
bitterness

@asimnyazee

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

ney.
Sultan Haitham previously 

held multiple high-level posts 
that prepared him for his cur-
rent role and provided him with 
the necessary experience in for-
eign affairs as well as in preserv-
ing national heritage and cul-
ture. These included Minister of 
Heritage and Culture, Secretary 

General at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and Special Envoy 
of the late Sultan Qaboos. He 
also headed the main commit-
tee of the Oman Vision 2040, 
where he gained insight into 
the country’s past, present and 
future, as well as a thorough 
understanding of its citizens’ 
needs and the importance of 
national capacity-building and 
international dialogue.

Sultan Haitham has always 
supported the principles that 
governed Oman’s international 
relations under his predecessor, 
such as non-interference in other 
countries’ affairs, being a good 
neighbour, peaceful conflict res-
olution and promoting security 
and stability around the world.

O n  Fe b r u a r y  2 3,  S u l t a n 
Haitham addressed the nation 
and reassured us of his and his 

team’s commitment to carrying 
on the vision of the late Sultan 
Qaboos. Omanis across the coun-
try felt a deep sense of pride as 
our new leader outlined his pri-
orities for the coming months 
and years that are poised to usher 
in a new era of prosperity for our 
nation.

He stressed the importance of 
reviewing public finances and 
using them for the benefit of all 
Omanis. He expressed his inten-
tion to reduce public debt, which 
rose by almost a staggering 60 
percent last year, compared to 15 
per cent in 2015.

Furthermore, Sultan Haitham 
announced his plans to restruc-
ture government-owned com-
panies and public sector enti-
ties with the aim of maximising 
their ability to serve the people 
of Oman and drive socio-eco-
nomic growth.

He promised to tackle the chal-
lenges related to youth unem-
ployment, and noted that the 
education, research and develop-
ment sectors will be among the 
focus areas of the government’s 
improvement efforts.

We are confident that Sultan 
Haitham will succeed in leading 
Oman’s sustainable development 
journey that builds on our illus-
trious history. We convey to him 
our best wishes and high hopes 
as he assumes his strategic role 
to steer Oman and the wider 
Arab region towards a prosper-
ous future.

1976
The formerly Spanish territory of Western 
Sahara, under the auspices of the Polisario 
Front declares independence as the 
Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic.

1988
Sumgait pogrom: The Armenian 
community in Sumgait, 
Azerbaijan is targeted in a 
violent pogrom.

1991
Gulf War: U.S. President George 
H. W. Bush announces that 
“Kuwait is liberated”.

2002
Ryanair Flight 296 catches fire 
at London Stansted Airport. 
Subsequent investigations criticize 
Ryanair’s handling of the evacuation.

TODAY 
DAY IN 

HISTORY

The appearance of Coronavirus (Covid-19) in 
various Middle East countries including the 
GCC countries indicate that no country can 

be immune to the disease and that it is only through 
co-operation that the virus can be contained. Govern-
ments need to be transparent and intensify awareness 
campaigns regarding the methods of prevention and the 
precautions required that people should take. 

Lately, people returning from Iran rather than China 
have become the centres of interest when it comes to 
screening arrivals in the GCC countries, after several 
passengers proved positive for the virus among those 
coming from the secretive state. 

Two professionals are working round the clock, who 
are receiving public attention. First, the health officials 
are devising ways of prevention, disseminate awareness 
campaigns and treat patients at clinics and hospitals. 
Second, the economist, sitting behind their computers 
are calculate the economic repercussions of the spread 
of the disease and devise ways of mitigating the effects. 

However, politician are spoiling the good works of the 
two professionals by deliberating denying the existence 
of the virus in their respective countries and thus delay-
ing the response to such a pandemic. What is required at 
this critical time is to formulate policy of transparency, 
inform the public of the reality on the ground, and take 
the necessary measures to contain the virus. 

Rogue politicians consider the existence of the virus in 
their respective countries as a political embarrassment, 
while it is a public health issue, which must be confront-

ed head on, inform the public and request 
assistance from the international organ-
izations for expert advice and material 
support. Because at the end of the day, 
the disease is going to affect virtually all 
countries in the world and no one is safe. 

Opacity rather than transparency is 
one of the reasons for the spread of the vi-
rus in Iran. The Iranian regime under re-
ported the morbidity and mortality rates 
due to the coronavirus. The international 
community’s attention was fixed on the 
city of Wuhan in China, the epicenter of 
the virus but equally important is the city 
of Qom in Iran, which has witnessed an 
exponential increase of people infected 
with the virus. 

Iran is accused of underreporting cas-
es. Last week, an Iranian MP, Ahmad 
Amirabadi Farhani has come forward and 
claimed that the coronavirus has killed at 

least 50 people in the city of Qom and 250 patients quar-
antined. If these figures are correct, Iran has the highest 
proportion of deaths to confirmed cases. It would be 10 
times than China where the disease was first reported. 
(Arab News, Feb 25, 2020). However, Iran seems to have 
denied or deliberately hidden the figures. This opaque 
policy aggravates the spread of the disease. 

Containment of the virus and treatment of patients 
requires advanced equipment and excellent health 
services. Countries with poor health service delivery 
systems need international support. In Iran where the 
country is under economic sanctions, enough budget 
may not be available to diagnose and treat patients. The 
government need to be transparent in dealing with the 
virus and openly request international assistance.  

For the GCC countries, Iran’s epidemiological status 
of the virus is important. Above all, we have people 
who travel to Iran for religious purposes who can be 
both the victims and the vectors of the virus when they 
come back home. 

Bahrain is mobilizing all its efforts to contain the 
spread of the virus. The setting up of a quarantine (iso-
lation quarters), the extensive and intensive awareness 
campaigns it is promoting, announcing the number of 
patients tested positive, all conform to international 
standards, which deserves appreciation. 

The main segment in the campaign to contain the 
virus, which plays key role, is the public. All the pieces 
of advice given by the health ministry, strictly followed 
and suspected family members that show early signs of 
the disease should be reported to the Health ministry’s 
call centres as soon as possible. Travellers and business-
people should limit or postponing travels to countries 
considered new epicentres of the virus including Iran, 
Italy and South Korea.       

YENUS S

Opacity 
rather than 

transparency 
is one of the 

reasons for the 
spread of the 
virus in Iran. 
The Iranian 

regime under 
reported the 

morbidity 
and mortality 

rates due to the 
coronavirus.      

The Covid-19 sagaSultan Haitham addressed 
the nation and reassured 
us of his and his team’s 

commitment to carrying on 
the vision of the late Sultan 
Qaboos. Omanis across the 
country felt a deep sense 
of pride as our new leader 
outlined his priorities for 

the coming months.  

to the Arabian Gulf and beyond, 
protecting the seas and oceans 
– and the life that teems with-
in them – is about as urgent an 
issue as you could hope to find. 
Leading scientific research sug-
gests that the world’s oceans are 
warming about 40 per cent faster 

than previously estimated.
That is why countries such as 

the UAE have been taking the lead 
and there are partners ready to 
support its own efforts.

Globally, however, we need to 
do more. We have already fallen 
behind in our globally set targets 
to halt the decline of plant and 
animal species and to help eco-
systems recover.

As Razan Al Mubarak, man-
aging director of the Mohamed 
bin Zayed Species Conservation 
Fund, warned this month, “busi-
ness cannot carry on as usual. 
We all need to act. This includes 
politicians, scientists, environ-
mentalists, everyone must make 
a difference in our day-to-day 
lives”.

There will be more negotia-
tions this year at the multilateral 
level for nations to agree on new 
targets for the next decade. How-
ever, this formal process does 
feel a little like we are carrying 
on as usual given the seepage of 
the will to act by some govern-

ments.
Luckily, a change is likely to 

come at the both the local level 
and on a more bilateral basis. 
Cities, for example, are taking 
on more of a leadership role in 
the absence of faster action from 
national governments.

On an individual level, too, 
there is more commitment than 
ever before. It is hard to im-
agine who would actually want 
landmark deals such as the 2015 
Paris Agreement to limit global 
warming to fail. Perhaps it is 
those people who believe that 
shorter-term developments are 
worth more of our time, such 
as those related to migration 
or economy. They should know 
that these problems are all con-
nected in some way to the world 
around us and the consequences 
of how the planet is changing 
as a result of climate change, 
including food shortages and 
extreme weather.

While I may not fully grasp 
the mechanics of how climate 
change can have such an imme-
diate impact on my day-to-day 
life, I am willing to take the short 
leap of faith that it does, and re-
spond in the right way. This is 
much like how I do not quite 
understand how electricity actu-
ally works but am still willing to 
switch on the lights when I enter 
a dark room.

At local, national and global 
levels, there will continue to 
be those great people who take 
the necessary and collaborative 
action needed, no matter what 
doubts they may have, about the 
proximity of the threat we face.

They deserve our support. 

World’s largest artificial coral reef is an important step in reviving ecosystems 
There will be more 

negotiations this year at 
the multilateral level for 
nations to agree on new 

targets for the next decade. 
However, this formal 

process does feel a little 
like we are carrying on as 
usual given the seepage 

of the will to act by some 
governments. 
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If allowed, I will try 
to form an inclusive 

government, not 
siding with any 

political parties.
If I still have the 

support I will 
return. If not I will 
accept whoever is 

chosen
MAHATHIR MOHAMAD

Malaysia in turmoil as Mahathir, Anwar vie for power
• Mahathir quit 
Monday as premier

• Anwar said he had 
received backing from 
three parties in the “Pact 
of Hope” coalition

• Officially the 
king appoints the 
prime minister

• A candidate must 
have the backing of 
at least 112 MPs

AFP | Kuala Lumpur 

Malaysia was plunged 
into a bitter power 
struggle Wednesday 

as Mahathir Mohamad sought 
to form a unity government fol-
lowing his shock resignation, 
but old foe Anwar Ibrahim also 
pushed to become premier.

The developments deepened a 
crisis that began when the ruling 
coalition -- which included both 
men when it stormed to a his-
toric poll victory in 2018 -- fell 
apart after a failed bid to estab-
lish a new government without 
Anwar.

Anwar was Mahathir’s desig-
nated successor, but he would 
likely have been pushed out and 
blocked from becoming leader if 
the weekend bid had succeeded.

Their notoriously stormy re-
lationship has shaped Malaysian 
politics ever since Mahathir -- 
during a first stint in office in 
the 1990s -- sacked Anwar as 
his deputy, and he was jailed on 
dubious sodomy and corruption 

charges.
They reconciled ahead of 

the 2018 polls to oust a corrup-
tion-plagued coalition led by 
Najib Razak, but many were 
sceptical Mahathir -- at 94, the 
world’s oldest leader -- would 
stick to a vow to hand power to 
Anwar.

Mahathir quit Monday as 
premier but it remains unclear 
whether he had a hand in the 
plot to topple the government, 
although analysts suspect he at 
least gave it his blessing. He has 
been named interim leader and 
initially appeared to have strong 
support to remain as premier.

But backing fell away ear-
ly Wednesday and rumours 
swirled Anwar had garnered 
enough support from MPs for 
the top job, fuelling expectations 

that Mahathir might finally cede 
power.

The elderly leader, however, 
announced in a televised address 
to the nation that he wished to 
establish a unity government, 
and was willing to return as pre-
mier.

“Party politics must be put 
aside for now,” said Mahathir. 
“If allowed, I will try to form an 
inclusive government, not siding 
with any political parties.”

“If I still have the support I 
will return. If not I will accept 
whoever is chosen,” he added.

Jockeying for support
Moments later at a press con-

ference at his party headquar-
ters, Anwar said he had received 
backing from three parties in 
the “Pact of Hope” coalition -- 

the grouping in power until Ma-
hathir quit -- to become premier.

Anwar, 72, said the coalition 
had invited Mahathir to a meet-
ing on Tuesday evening aimed at 
reviving the coalition, but after 
he failed to show they decid-
ed to put him forward as their 
candidate.

“Since the attempt to topple 
the government last week we 
have remained steadfast in de-
fending the mandate of the Ma-
laysian people,” he said.

After reading a statement, he 
added: “We leave it to the palace 
to decide”.

Officially the king appoints 
the prime minister, and he has 
been interviewing all the coun-
try’s MPs since Monday to work 
out who they support.

A candidate must have the 
backing of at least 112 MPs -- but 
it was not clear whether Anwar 
or Mahathir would achieve that, 
and there are likely to be days of 
political horse-trading ahead.

Reports say that Mahathir had 
already proposed a unity gov-
ernment to leaders across the 

political spectrum Tuesday, but 
they rejected the idea.

James Chin, a Malaysia expert 
from the University of Tasmania, 
said he believed Mahathir, who 
had a first stint as premier from 
1981 to 2003, would likely pre-
vail in the power struggle.

“The best thing is to hold a 
general election, but both sides 
don’t want it -- they are afraid 
people will punish them,” he 
added.

The victory of the “Pact of 
Hope” alliance in 2018 was in-
itially greeted with euphoria as 
it ended the six-decade rule of 
the notoriously corrupt Barisan 
Nasional coalition and prime 
minister Najib.

Najib was accused of involve-
ment in stealing billions of dol-
lars from state fund 1MDB, and is 
now on trial.

But the alliance’s popularity 
quickly fell amid bitter infight-
ing over who would succeed Ma-
hathir, and it faced accusations 
of failing to protect the rights 
of the multi-ethnic country’s 
Muslim majority.

Anwar Ibrahim waves in Kuala Lumpur before announcing he was the preferred candidate of a parliamentary coalition

Malaysia’s King Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah hands out packages of fast 
food to reporters camped outside the National Palace. The king is currently 
meeting members of parliament to ask who they support as premier

Trial opens for US students over Italy police death
AFP | Rome 

Two US students are expected 
to appear in an Italian court 

on Wednesday on the first day of 
their trial over the fatal stabbing 
last year of a policeman during a 
botched drugs bust.

Finnegan Lee Elder and Ga-
briel Natale-Hjorth have been 
charged with killing newlywed 
Mario Cerciello Rega, 35, who 
was stabbed 11 times during the 
attack last July.

The Californians, who had 
been on holiday in Rome and 
were teenagers at the time, face 
a life sentence if convicted.

In Italy, the slaying aroused 
an outpouring of public sym-
pathy for Cerciello, who had 
just returned from his honey-
moon when he was killed. Huge 
crowds attended his funeral, 
which was broadcast live on 
television, where he was hailed 
as a hero.

“His murder cannot and must 
not go unpunished,” his wife, 
Maria Rosaria Esilio, said in a 
statement on the eve of the trial.

“My family has ended with 
Mario’s death, because our un-
born children and dreams were 
buried with him,” she said.

But the case has been marked 
by major blunders -- espe-

cially the blindfolding of Na-
tale-Hjorth during his police 
interrogation -- and contradic-
tory statements made by the key 
prosecution witness, Cerciello’s 
partner Andrea Varriale.

In the aftermath, Varriale said 
he and Cerciello had been at-
tacked by men of North African 
descent. He also initially claimed 
he had been armed. Both officers 
were in fact unarmed and acted 
without backup, in violation of 
police procedure.

Amid the intense media focus 
in the case, comparisons have 

been made to the high-profile 
trial of Amanda Knox, a US stu-
dent convicted and later acquit-
ted of a 2007 murder in Italy.

32-second attack
Elder has admitted to stabbing 

Cerciello with a 7-inch (18 cm) 
serrated-edge combat knife he 
had stashed in his sweatshirt 
but told investigators he thought 
he and his friend were being set 
upon by drug dealers.

The young men and Varriale 
have given opposing versions 
of what happened during the 

32-second attack in the early 
hours of the morning, which fol-
lowed a drug deal gone wrong.

Hours earlier, the young men 
from the San Francisco Bay Area 
had gone looking for cocaine in 
the popular night-life area of 
Trastevere. Intermediary Sergio 
Brugiatelli introduced them to 
a dealer who sold them aspirin 
instead.

In retaliation, the teens stole 
Brugiatelli’s bag, before de-
manding money and drugs to 
return it.

Cerciello and Varriale went 

in Brugiatelli’s place to the des-
ignated exchange point in an 
upscale neighbourhood near the 
teenagers’ hotel but the hando-
ver never took place.

Elder, now age 20, told police 
they were jumped from behind 
by the officers and believed they 
were thugs sent by Brugiatelli.

Varriale has said he and Cer-
ciello, both in plain clothes and 
unarmed, told the young men 
they were police, but that Elder 
pulled out a knife and attacked 
Cerciello, while Natale-Hjorth 
wrestled with Varriale.

The teens then fled to their 
nearby hotel, where police later 
found the military knife hidden 
behind a ceiling panel.

Un d e r  It a l i a n  l aw,  Na -
tale-Hjorth, who was 18 years 
old last July, faces the same 
charge of “voluntary homicide” 
with a special circumstance 
of killing a police officer, even 
though he did not stab Cerciello.

Both young men are also 
charged with attempted ex-
tortion. They face a maximum 
penalty of life imprisonment in 
isolation.

Carabinieri officer Mario Cerciello Rega was killed last July in an altercation with 
two American students

The funeral of the slain Carabinieri officer Mario Cerciello Rega drew a huge crowd and was shown live on television
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you can agree or 
disagree with the 

departed president, 
but one thing is for 

sure: Mubarak never 
betrayed his country

MOHAMED AMIN, A COLUMNIST FOR THE 
BIGGEST PRIVATELY OWNED DAILY, AL 

MASRY YOUM

Just call me Harry, prince says as royal exit looms
Edinburgh 

Prince Harry asked to be in-
troduced as just “Harry” at 

an event on Wednesday, kicking 
off a final round of public en-
gagements before he and wife 
Meghan step back from their 
royal duties.

The Duke of Sussex, a grand-
son of Queen Elizabeth II, will 
stop using “His Royal Highness” 
from the end of March when 
the couple stop being working 
royals.

But at a conference in Edin-
burgh for his sustainable tour-
ism project Travalyst, it emerged 
he was already adopting a more 
informal approach.

“He’s made it clear that we are 
all just to call him Harry, so la-
dies and gentlemen -- please give 
a big, warm Scottish welcome to 
Harry,” host Ayesha Hazarika 
said in her introduction.

The 35-year-old prince has 
faced accusations of hypocrisy 
for using private planes while 

advocating action to combat 
global warming but he insists 
he mostly travels via commercial 
flights.

He used his remarks in Ed-
inburgh to warn of the risks of 
huge increases in tourists at key 
locations, which he said could 
cause pollution, overwhelm lo-
cal communities and drive out 
wildlife.

As sixth in line to the throne, 
Harry ’s  announcement in 
January that he and his wife 
wanted to step back from their 
royal positions rocked the  
monarchy.

The pair revealed plans to split 
their time between Britain and 
Canada, after complaining about 
media intrusion and expressing 
a desire to be financially inde-
pendent.

Harry arrived in Edinburgh by 
train on Tuesday evening with-
out Meghan or their baby son 
Archie.

On Friday, he will be in Lon-

don to meet US rock singer Jon 
Bon Jovi, who is recording a 
special song for the prince’s 
Invictus Game Foundation for 
military veterans.

They will meet at Abbey Road 
Studios, where The Beatles re-
corded most of their albums and 
where Bon Jovi is also recording 
his song with a choir made up of 
wounded veterans and serving 
personnel.

In a BBC interview this week 
about the event, the singer 
quipped that following his exit 
from frontline royal life, Harry 
should be known as “the artist 
formerly known as Prince”.

The musician Prince took this 
title after eschewing his name in 
favour of a symbol.

Harry and Meghan will join 
the queen on March 9 for a 
Commonwealth Day service 
at Westminster Abbey, which 
is expected to be their last of-
ficial appearance as working  
royals.

Harry used his remarks in Edinburgh to warn of the risks of huge increases in 
tourists at key locations

The Duke 
of Sussex, 
a grandson 
of Queen 
Elizabeth II, 
will stop using 
“His Royal 
Highness” 
from the end 
of March when 
the couple stop 
being working 
royals.

Egypt buries Mubarak with military honours
• Sisi led the military 
procession, flanked by 
the state’s top religious 
and political figures.

• The funeral was 
carried live on local 
television channels

AFP | Cairo 

Egypt’s President Abdel Fat-
tah al-Sisi paid his respects 

yesterday at the military funeral 
of former leader Hosni Mubarak, 
whose three decades of strong-
arm rule ended in 2011.

The presidential office de-
clared three days of mourning 
for the veteran head of state 
dubbed a modern-day “phar-
aoh”, who died aged 91 in a Cairo 
military hospital Tuesday after 
years spent in relative seclusion.

Mubarak’s mixed legacy is 
that of an autocrat who ran a 
police state, employed emergen-
cy powers and rigged elections, 
and of a guarantor of stability 
who battled Islamist militants 
and kept close ties with Western 
powers.

The funeral focused not on 
Mubarak’s political legacy but 
on the military career of the So-
viet-trained fighter pilot who 
commanded Egypt’s air force 
during the 1973 war with Israel.

A military helicopter delivered 
Mubarak’s coffin, which was 
draped in an Egyptian flag and 
then mounted on horse-drawn 
carriage at Cairo’s Mosheer Tan-
tawi mosque.

Sisi led the military proces-
sion, flanked by the state’s top 
religious and political figures.

Officers carried Mubarak’s 
war medals and cannons fired 
a 21-shot salute before the cof-
fin was later lowered into the 
ground in the family cemetery 
in Heliopolis in east Cairo.

Sisi, who did not address the 
ceremony, shook hands with 
Mubarak’s mournful sons Alaa 
and Gamal, who were recently 
cleared of corruption charges.

Dozens of Mubarak support-
ers came to mourn, among them 
Tharwat Hassan, 59, an office 
manager from Menufiyah, the 
governorate Mubarak hailed 

from.
“He lived to see the day his 

sons were cleared,” Hassan said. 
He then pointed to torrential 
rains that drenched Cairo early 
this week, saying it was “as if the 
skies were crying for him”.

“Hosni Mubarak was not just 
a statesman, he was the true em-

bodiment of the state.”

‘Dignity and arrogance’
“Mubarak in God’s hands,” 

read the front-page headline of 
state newspaper Al Ahram, with 
a black stripe cutting across a 
photograph of the veteran ruler.

The funeral was carried live 
on local television channels, 
where prominent commenta-
tors praised Mubarak’s legacy in 
glowing tones.

The former air force chief and 
vice president became head of 
state in 1981 after Islamist mil-
itants assassinated his prede-
cessor Anwar Sadat during a 
military parade.

Mubarak, who was sitting 
next to him, was wounded. He 
would survive several more at-
tempts on his life, including in 
1995 when militants sprayed 
his motorcade with bullets at a 
roadblock in Ethiopia.

As Mubarak went on to lead 
the North African country, he re-
lied heavily on the armed forces 
and security services to ensure 
stability and security, while pro-
moting close ties with the Unit-
ed States and keeping Egypt’s 

peace with Israel.
The mass protests that even-

tually brought down Mubarak 
were an explosion of popular 
anger against his police state 

and the corruption and nepotism 
that to many marked his rule.

Mubarak then spent years 
in detention for his role in the 
deaths of hundreds of protesters 

but was freed in 2017 after the 
convictions were overturned.

In the post-Mubarak years, 
Egypt was torn by political 
turmoil -- bloody unrest in the 
streets, the short-lived rule of 
Islamist president Mohamed 
Morsi, and his 2013 ouster by 
Sisi, another military man, who 
reimposed strict police powers.

Mubarak’s full-honours mil-
itary funeral contrasted with 
the low-key burial of Morsi, the 
Muslim Brotherhood president.

Morsi died last year af-
ter a heart attack and was 
buried quietly at night with 
no fanfare, as Egyptian me-
dia derided his single year in  
office.

Mohamed Amin, a column-
ist for the biggest privately 
owned daily, Al Masry Youm, 
wrote that “you can agree or 
disagree with the departed pres-
ident, but one thing is for sure: 
Mubarak never betrayed his  
country”.

He compared Mubarak’s fate 
with those of other autocrat-
ic Arab rulers in Libya, Yemen, 
Iraq and Tunisia, writing that 
“his end was unlike Kadhafi, 
Ali Abdullah Saleh or Saddam 
Hussein. He didn’t seek asylum 
like Ben Ali.

“He said he would live here 
and die here. He pushed on with 
his dignity and his arrogance.”

Egyptian honour guards carry the coffin of former president Hosni Mubarak before his funeral ceremony at Cairo’s 
Mosheer Tantawy mosque in Cairo.

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi (C) and the sons of of former president Hosni Mubarak, Alaa (2nd R) and Gamal (R), attend Mubarak’s funeral ceremony. 
Inset, Hosni Mubarak
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Can Sanders beat Trump? 
A growing number of Democratic voters say yes

• Sanders’ electability 
was a prime topic at 
Tuesday’s Democratic 
presidential debate

Reuters | New York

Bernie Sanders’ Demo-
cratic presidential rivals 
warn that nominating 

the self-described democratic 
socialist will ensure President 
Donald Trump’s re-election, 
but a growing number of the 
party’s voters see the senator as 
their best chance of winning in 
November.

Sanders’ dominating perfor-
mance in last week’s Nevada 
caucuses, powered by growing 
support across age, race and 
ideology, has set off alarm bells 
among Democratic Party offi-
cials who believe putting the 
progressive stalwart at the top 
of the ticket will harm the par-
ty’s chances up and down the 
ballot.

Sanders’ electability was a 
prime topic at Tuesday’s Dem-
ocratic presidential debate in 
South Carolina. Rivals contend-
ed his ambitious liberal policy 
ideas, such as Medicare for All, 
which would replace private 
health insurance, would be an 
electoral “catastrophe,” costing 
the party the White House and 
control of Congress.

But the latest Reuters/Ipsos 
polling shows Sanders’ rising 
momentum in the race - a near 
win in Iowa, a narrow victory in 
New Hampshire and a decisive 

win in Nevada - has given him 
more credibility with Demo-
cratic voters.

Some 26 per cent of Demo-
crats and independents polled 
Feb. 17-25 said they believed 
Sanders was the strongest 
Democrat in a head-to-head 
matchup with Trump, com-
pared with 20pc who picked bil-
lionaire businessman Michael 
Bloomberg and 17pc who named 
former Vice President Joe  
Biden.

That was a big change from a 
month earlier, when 27pc of re-
spondents gave Biden the edge, 
and just 17pc thought Sanders 
could beat Trump.

In the Nevada caucuses, 

Sanders won the support of a 
majority of Latino voters and 
led among most demographic 
groups broken out by gender, 
income and political leanings 
in Nevada. Notable exceptions 
were those aged 65 years and 
older, as well as black voters, 
more of whom supported Biden.

That too could be changing. 
The same Reuters/Ipsos polling 
showed that Sanders had over-
taken Biden in support among 
black voters nationally for the 
first time.

Saturday’s South Carolina 
primary will be the first major 
test of Sanders’ appeal among 
African-American voters, who 
represent about 60pc of that 

state’s Democratic electorate.
Three days later, 14 states will 

cast ballots on Super Tuesday, 
when Sanders could build an 
overwhelming advantage if he 
captures the lion’s share of the 
available delegates.

His path has been smoothed 
by the fragmentation among 
the moderate candidates. Bid-
en, former South Bend, Indi-
ana, Mayor Pete Buttigieg and 
Senator Amy Klobuchar – all of 
whom say Sanders’ policies are 
too radical to win in November, 
have each recorded at least one 
top-three finish thus far, while 
Bloomberg’s name will appear 
on ballots for the first time on 
Super Tuesday.

Democratic US presidential candidate Senetor Bernie Sanders speaks with voters at the First in the South Dinner in 
Charleston, South Carolina, US

Remains of teenager found in 
lion enclosure at Pak safari park

• The skull and 
bones of 18-year-old 
Muhammad Bilal 
were discovered when 
staff went to feed the 
animals on Wednesday, 
Chaudhry Shafqat, 
deputy director 
general of Lahore 
Safari Park, said

Reuters | Lahore, Pakistan

The remains of a teenager 
who had been missing for 

two days have found in the li-
ons’ enclosure at a safari park 
in Pakistan, officials said.

The skull  and bones of 
18-year-old Muhammad Bilal 

were discovered when staff 
went to feed the animals on 
Wednesday, Chaudhry Shafqat, 
deputy director general of La-
hore Safari Park, said. 

His family later ransacked 
parts of the attraction to protest 
at what they said was incom-
petence by park authorities, 
police said. 

Members of Bilal’s family de-
clined to comment to Reuters at 
the park, too upset to speak to 
reporters.

Shafqat said the park had 
“more than enough safety 
measures in place”, and ques-
tioned whether Bilal had been 
killed before his body ended up 
in the enclosure.

“We are still wondering how 
he crossed the protective fence 
which is quite high and entered 
the lions’ field,” he said, adding 

the young man had been miss-
ing for the past two days.

“I think the police will also 
investigate whether the man 
himself climbed the fence and 
went inside or someone threw 
his dead body inside for the 
lions to eat.”

He said Bilal’s family told him 
and the police he had gone to 
the park to see one of his uncles 
who worked there.

Police official Najeeb Awan 
said they were investigating the 
incident. Awan said Bilal’s fam-
ily and neighbours attacked of-
fices at the attraction, smashed 
w i n d o w s  a n d  d a m a g e d  
vehicles. 

They also blocked a main 
highway and demanded the 
government initiate criminal 
proceedings against the park’s 
management, Awan said.

Representative picture

Five dead, three 
missing after 
Jakarta floods
Jakarta 

Five people were killed, 
three more are missing 

and thousands are unable 
to return to their water-
logged homes after floods 
submerged parts of Indo-
nesia’s capital, officials said 
yesterday. 

The muddy deluge in-
undated the presidential 
palace, a major hospital 
and entire neighbourhoods 
across Jakarta on Tues-
day, only weeks after 70 
residents of the low-lying 
megacity died in some of 
the deadliest flooding in  
memory.

Two teenagers  were 
among the five people 
drowned or electrocut-
ed in hard-hit parts of 
the city, Indonesia’s na-
tional  disaster agency  
said.

“The joint rescue team 
is still searching” for three 
other possible victims, 
agency spokesman Agus 
Wibowo told AFP, adding 
that nearly 20,000 people 
were staying in emergency 
shelters.

Floodwaters reached 
more than a metre (three 
feet) in some parts of the 
capital but were receding 
by Wednesday, a day after 
rescuers combed drenched 
districts in pontoon boats 
t o  l o c a t e  v u l n e r a b l e  
residents.

Body cam captures 
6-year-old’s tearful 
pleas during arrest

AP | Orlando, 
Fla.

A p o l i c e 
o f f i c e r ’s 

body camera 
shows a 6-year-
old Florida girl 
crying and beg-
ging officers 
not to arrest her as one fastens 
zip ties around her wrists at a 
charter school.

The video that Kaia Rolle’s 
family shared with the Orlan-
do Sentinel and other media 
outlets Monday shows the girl 
being arrested in September 
for kicking and punching staff 
members at her Orlando char-
ter school.

“What are those for?” Kaia 
asks about the zip ties in the 
video.

“They’re for you,” Officer 
Dennis Turner says before 
another officer tightens them 
around her wrists and Kaia 
begins weeping.

Turner was fired shortly af-
ter the arrest. Orlando Police 
Chief Orlando Rolon said at 
the time that Turner, a reserve 
officer, didn’t follow depart-
ment policy of getting the ap-
proval of a watch commander 
to arrest someone younger 
than 12.

“Help me. Help me, please!” 
Kaia pleads through tears.

As she is being walked to the 
vehicle, she cries, “I don’t want 
to go in a police car.”

The second officer, who has 
not been identified, responds, 
“You don’t want to? ... You have 
to.”

“Please, give me a second 
chance,” Kaia says.

The video shows the officer 
lifting the sobbing girl into the 
back seat of the police vehicle 
and putting a seat belt around 
her.

A short time later, Turner re-
turns to the office to talk to Lu-
cious & Emma Nixon Academy 
administrators, who appear 
dismayed by what they have 
witnessed in the school office.

The officer tells them that 
the juvenile detention center 
where Kaia was headed is 
“not like you think.” Turner 
tells the administrators he has 
made 6,000 arrests, including 
a 7-year-old.

When school employees tell 
the officer that Kaia is 6, not 
8 like he thought, he replies, 
“Now she has broken the re-
cord.”

Turner had worked in the 
police agency’s reserve unit, 
which is mostly made up of 

retired of-
ficers who 
pick up ex-
t r a - d u t y 
jobs for pay. 
B e c a u s e 
h e  w a s  a 
reserve of-
ficer, he was 
not a mem-

ber of the collective bargain-
ing unit, and the police union 
didn’t represent him, Shawn 
Dunlap of the Fraternal Order 
of Police Orlando Lodge 25, 
said in an email Tuesday.

School resource officers 
came under close scrutiny in 
Florida after former Broward 
Deputy Scot Peterson failed to 
engage a shooter at a Parkland 
high school in 2018. He was 
charged last year with child 
neglect, culpable negligence 
and perjury. That case is on-
going.

The Orlando case drew yet 
more attention to the role of 
police in schools.

Jeff Kaye, president of Cali-
fornia-based School Safety Op-
erations Inc., said in an email 
that the officer would not only 
have been fired in some oth-
er states but possibly charged 
with a crime, such as oppres-
sion under color of authority.

School administrators might 
have been better served by 
contacting the child’s parents 
and working with a counselor, 
rather than calling police, Kaye 
said.

“As long as everyone is safe, 
take a deep breath, slow things 
down, and make good com-
monsense decisions,” Kaye 
said. “I can’t think of any rea-
son to ever arrest a 6-year-old 
child, but I say that based on 
my training and experience 
and not that of others.”

Kaye said he’s had several 
several school districts contact 
him since the video’s release 
saying they want to re-exam-
ine their school resource of-
ficer programs, because they 
don’t want something similar 
to happen in their schools.

Officials have said that 
Turner also arrested a 6-year-
old boy at another school on 
the same day as Kaia’s arrest 
for misdemeanor battery in 
an unrelated incident. Howev-
er, the boy’s arrest was halted 
by superiors before the child 
made it through the full arrest 
process.

State Attorney Aramis Ayala 
said last September that she 
was dismissing misdemeanor 
battery charges against both 
children.

Turner was fired shortly after the arrest. Orlando Police Chief Orlando Rolon 
said at the time that Turner, a reserve officer, didn’t follow department 
policy of getting the approval of a watch commander to arrest someone 
younger than 12.

“What are those for?” 
Kaia asks about the zip 

ties in the video. “They’re 
for you,” Officer Dennis 

Turner says before 
another officer tightens 
them around her wrists 

and Kaia begins weeping.



THE INVISIBLE MAN (15+)(THRILLER/HORROR ) 
OASIS JUFFAIR: 12.45 + 3.30 + 6.15 + 9.00 + 11.45 PM
OASIS JUFFAIR (VIP): 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM
CITY CENTRE: (1.00 AM THURS/FRI.)
CITY CENTRE:(ATMOS): 10.30 AM + 1.00 + 3.45 + 6.30 + 9.15 + 12.00 MN
CITY CENTRE (IMAX 2D): 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM
CITY CENTRE (VIP I) : 12.30 + 3.15 + 6.00 + 8.45 + 11.30 PM
SEEF (I): 10.30 AM + 1.00 + 3.45 + 6.30 + 9.15 + 12.00 MN
SEEF (II): (12.30 MN THURS/FRI.)
WADI AL SAIL: 12.45 + 3.30 + 6.15 + 9.00 + 11.45 PM 

ELISABETH MOSS, ALDIS HODGE, STORM REID

PARADISE HILLS (PG-15) (THRILLER/DRAMA/FANTASY) 
OASIS JUFFAIR: 1.00 + 6.00 + 11.00 PM
CITY CENTRE: 10.30 AM + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 9.45 + 12.00 MN
SEEF (II): 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM
WADI AL SAIL: 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM 

EMMA ROBERTS, DANIELLE MACDONALD, AWKWAFINA

THAPPAD (PG-15) (HINDI/DRAMA/THRILLER) 
OASIS JUFFAIR: 12.00 + 3.00 + 6.00 + 9.00 + 12.00 MN
CITY CENTRE: 11.30 AM + 2.30 + 5.30 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM
SEEF (I):11.30 AM + 2.30 + 5.30 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM
WADI AL SAIL: 11.15 AM + 2.15 + 5.15 + 8.15 + 11.15 PM 

TAAPSEE PANNU, TANVI AZMI, SUSHIL DAHIYA

STARDOG AND TURBOCAT (PG)
OASIS JUFFAIR (KIDS CINEMA): 12.45 + 5.00 + 9.15 PM
CITY CENTRE: 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 PM
SEEF (II): 10.30 AM + 12.30 + 2.30 + 4.30 + 6.30 + 8.30 + 10.30 PM
WADI AL SAIL: 11.00 AM + 1.00 + 3.00 + 5.00 PM 

LUKE EVANS, NICK FROST, GEMMA ARTERTON

A MILLION LITTLE PIECES (18+) (DRAMA) 
SEEF (II): 11.00 AM + 3.15 + 7.30 + 11.45 PM 

AARON TAYLOR-JOHNSON, BILLY BOB THORNTON, ODESSA YOUNG

VFW (18+) (ACTION) 
SEEF (II): 1.15 + 5.30 + 9.45 PM 

WILLIAM SADLER, DORA MADISON, SIERRA MCCORMICK

AIYAI : WRATHFUL SOUL (15+) (HORROR/THRILLER) 
SEEF (II): 12.30 + 4.15 + 8.00 + 11.45 PM 

KABIR SINGH, TAHLIA JADE HOLT, PENNY ANNE LACE

DOORDARSHAN (PG-15)  (HINDI/COMEDY)
CITY CENTRE: 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM
SEEF (II): 10.30 AM + 3.30 + 8.30 PM 

MAHIE GILL, MANU RISHI CHADDHA, DOLLY AHLUWALIA, SUPRIYA SHUKLA

IK SANDHU HUNDA SI (PG-13) 
SEEF (II): 1.00 + 6.00 + 11.00 PM 

AMRO MAMDOOH ,MAJDI IDRIS ,AMAD RASHAD

STOCKHOLM (PG-15) (ARABIC/THRILLER/DRAMA)
SEEF (II): 10.45 AM + 2.30 + 6.15 + 10.00 PM 

AMRO MAMDOOH ,MAJDI IDRIS ,AMAD RASHAD

BAD BOYS FOR LIFE (PG-15)(ACTION/COMEDY/CRIME) 
OASIS JUFFAIR: 10.30 AM + 3.15 + 8.15 PM
CITY CENTRE: 10.45 AM + 12.30 + 1.30 + 3.15 + 4.15 + 6.00 + 7.00 + 8.45 + 
9.45 + 11.30 PM  ( 12.30 MN THURS/FRI.)
CITY CENTRE (VIP II) : 12.00 + 2.45 + 5.30 + 8.15 + 11.00 PM
SEEF (II): 12.30 + 3.15 + 6.00 + 8.45 + 11.30 PM
WADI AL SAIL: 10.30 AM + 3.30 + 8.30 PM 

WILL SMITH, MARTIN LAWRENCE, VANESSA HUDGENS

SONIC THE HEDGEHOG (PG) (ADVENTURE/ACTION/COMEDY/
OASIS JUFFAIR (KIDS CINEMA): 10.30 AM + 2.45 + 7.00 + 11.15 PM
CITY CENTRE: 12.15 + 2.30 + 4.45 + 7.00 + 9.15 + 11.30 PM 
SEEF (II): 12.30 + 2.45 + 5.00 + 7.15 + 9.30 + 11.45 PM
WADI AL SAIL: 11.45 AM + 2.00 + 4.15 + 6.30 + 8.45 + 11.00 PM 

JIM CARREY, BEN SCHWARTZ, JAMES MARSDEN

THE CALL OF THE WILD (PG)(ADVENTURE/FAMILY) ن            
CITY CENTRE: 10.30 AM + 12.45 + 3.00 + 5.15 + 7.30 + 9.45 + 12.00 MN  + 
(12.30 MN THURS/FRI.)
SEEF (II): 11.45 AM + 2.00 + 4.15 + 6.30 + 8.45 + 11.00 PM
WADI AL SAIL: 1.15 + 6.15 + 11.15 PM 

HARRISON FORD, DAN STEVENS, OMAR SY

BRAHMS: THE BOY II (15+)(HORROR/THRILLER) ن               
CITY CENTRE: 12.00 + 2.00 + 4.00 + 6.00 + 8.00 + 10.00 + 12.00 MN 

KATIE HOLMES, RALPH INESON, OWAIN YEOMAN

1917 (PG-15)(WAR/ACTION/DRAMA) 1917  
Winner of 3 Oscar Awards
CITY CENTRE: 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM
SEEF (II): 11.00 AM + 1.30 + 4.00 + 6.30 + 9.00 + 11.30 PM 

GEORGE MACKAY, DEAN-CHARLES CHAPMAN, MARK STRONG

JUMANJI THE NEXT LEVEL ننننننن ننننن 
CITY CENTRE: 12.15 + 3.00 + 5.45 + 8.30 + 11.15 PM
SEEF (II): 1.00 + 6.00 + 11.00 PM 

DWAYNE JOHNSON, JACK BLACK, KEVIN HART

DOLITTLE (PG)(ADVENTURE/COMEDY/FAMILY) نننننن 
CITY CENTRE: 11.30 AM + 1.45 + 4.00 + 6.15 + 8.30 + 10.45 PM
SEEF (II): 10.45 AM + 3.45 + 8.45 PM 

ROBERT DOWNEY JR., ANTONIO BANDERAS, MICHAEL SHEEN

PARASITE (15+)(KOREAN/COMEDY/DRAMA/THRILLER) 
Winner of 4 Oscar Award
CITY CENTRE: (DISTRACTION FREE SCREEN): 1.00 + 6.30 + 12.00 MN 

SONG KANG HO, LEE SUN KYUN , MARIA SIMON

BIRD OF PREY (15+)(ACTION/ADVENTURE/CRIME) ن
CITY CENTRE : 1.30 + 6.30 + 11.30 PM  

MARGOT ROBBIE, MARY ELIZABETH WINSTEAD, EWAN MCGREGOR

THE GENTLEMEN (15+)(CRIME/ACTION) ننننننن نننننن 
CITY CENTRE: 10.45 AM + 1.15 + 3.45 + 6.15 + 8.45 + 11.15 PM 

MATTHEW MCCONAUGHEY, CHARLIE HUNNAM, HENRY GOLDING

FANTASY ISLAND (15+)(THRILLER/HORROR)  نن
CITY CENTRE: 11.00 AM + 4.00 + 9.00 PM 

LUCY HALE, MAGGIE Q, PORTIA DOUBLEDAY

AL FELOUS (THE MONEY) (PG-15)
CITY CENTRE: 1.30 + 6.15 + 11.00 PM 

TAMER HOSNY, ZEINA, KHALID EL-SAWI

FROZEN 2 (PG)(ANIMATION/ADVENTURE/COMEDY)  
CITY CENTRE: 11.00 AM + 3.30 + 8.00 PM 

KRISTEN BELL, IDINA MENZEL, JOSH GAD

SPIES IN DISGUISE (PG)(ANIMATION/ACTION/ADVENTURE
CITY CENTRE: 1.15 + 5.45 + 10.15 PM 

WILL SMITH, TOM HOLLAND, KAREN GILLAN

THIEF OF BAGHDAD (PG-13)
CITY CENTRE: 11.15 AM + 4.00 + 8.45 PM 

MOHAMMED EMAM, YASMINE RAEIS, AMINA KHALIL

LITTLE WOMEN (PG)(DRAMA/ROMANTIC) نننننن نننن                                                
Winner of 1 Oscar Award
CITY CENTRE: (DISTRACTION FREE SCREEN): 10.30 AM + 3.45 + 9.15 PM 

SAOIRSE RONAN, EMMA WATSON, FLORENCE PUGH

MALANG (PG-15)(HINDI/ACTION/ROMANTIC/THRILLER) 
SEEF (I): 5.30 + 11.30 PM 

ADITYA ROY KAPOOR, ANIL KAPOOR, DISHA PATANI

AYYAPPANUM KOSHIYUM (PG-15)(MALAYALAM) 
OASIS JUFFAIR: 12.45 + 4.00 + 7.15 + 10.30 PM
SEEF (I):10.30 AM + 1.45 + 5.00 + 8.15 + 11.30 PM 

PRITHVIRAJ, BIJU MENON, RENJITH, SABUMON

VARANE AVASHYAMUND  (PG-13)(MALAYALAM)                                                                 
OASIS JUFFAIR: 11.45 AM + 2.30 + 5.15 + 8.00 + 10.45 PM 

SURESH GOPI, SHOBANA, DULQUER SALMAAN, KALYANI PRIYADARSHAN, 
URVASHI

KANNUM KANNUM KOLLAIYADITHAAL ()(TAMIL) 
From Friday 28th Feb. 
OASIS JUFFAIR: 11.30 AM + 2.30 + 5.30 + 8.30 + 11.30 PM
SEEF (I): 11.00 AM + 2.00 + 5.00 + 8.00 + 11.00 PM
WADI AL SAIL: 1.45 + 8.00 PM
AL HAMRA: 5.30 + (12.00 MN FRI.) 

DULQUER SALMAN, RITU VARMA, RAKSHAN

TRANCE ()(MALAYALAM) 
OASIS JUFFAIR: 10.30 AM + 1.45 + 5.00 + 8.15 + 11.30 PM
SEEF (I): 10.45 AM + 2.00 + 5.15 + 8.30 + 11.45 PM
WADI AL SAIL: 10.30 AM + 4.45 + 11.00 PM
AL HAMRA: 11.00 AM + 2.15 + 8.45 PM 

FAHADH FAASIL, NASRIYA NAZIM, GAUTHAM MENON, SOUBIN SHAHIR, VINAYA-
KAN, DILEESH POTHEN

 DRAUPATHI (PG-13)(TAMIL) 
From Friday 28th Feb. 
SEEF (I): 11.30 AM + 8.30 PM  

KARUNAS, NISHANTH, RICHARD RISHI

PARAMAPADHAM VILAYATTU (PG-15) (TAMIL) 
From Friday 28th Feb. 
SEEF (I): 2.30 PM 

TRISHA, NANDHA, RICHARD, AL AZHAGAPPAN, VELA RAMAMOORTHY
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Across
1- Muscle injury; 5- Gives a hoot; 10- Cupola; 14- Upper hand; 15- Get the better of; 
16- Slaughter in Cooperstown; 17- Stains; 18- Stands for; 20- Trims; 22- Truman 
of literature; 23- Twinned; 25- Quote; 26- Like grams and liters; 27- Lout; 28- Flat 
sound; 32- Spillane’s “___ Jury”; 33- Reckoning; 35- Carry; 36- Never, in Nuremberg; 
37- Adj. modifier; 38- Man-mouse connector; 39- Sicilian smoker; 41- Shakespear-
ean sprite; 43- Doozy; 44- Mariners can sail on seven of these; 45- Cedar Rapids 
college; 46- “Gunsmoke” star; 48- Witnessed; 50- Furry swimmers; 51- Still; 
54- Sporting blades; 55- Canopy bed, e.g.; 57- Mal de ___; 61- Work without ___; 62- 
Collection of Hindu aphorisms; 63- Chieftain, usually in Africa; 64- Beatty Oscar 
film; 65- Peer; 66- School orgs.;

Down 
1- Abbreviation of the name Edward; 2- Dreyer’s partner in ice cream; 3- Era; 
4- Breathe; 5- Make right; 6- On ___-to-know basis; 7- Gym counts; 8- Where It.’s at; 
9- State in detail; 10- Most profound; 11- ___ account (never); 12- Feminist Lucretia; 
13- “___ quam videri” (North Carolina’s motto); 19- Watched the kids; 21- Jackie’s 
second; 23- Diminutive; 24- Goddess of wisdom; 25- Have a cow?; 26- Floating 
bombs; 27- Blast from the past; 29- Oklahoman; 30- Accent; 31- Singes; 34- Biblical 
brother; 40- Declares positively; 41- Vinegary; 42- Situated on the side; 43- 
Ragtime dance; 47- Hwy.; 49- Mentalist’s claim; 50- Musical drama; 51- Yonder; 52- 
Muscle quality; 53- Regretted; 54- Famous last words; 56- Arab market; 58- CPR 
specialist; 59- Carrere of “Wayne’s World”; 60- Sounds of hesitation;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution
Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

M O V I E  R E V I E W

Bhoot: Part One - The Haunted Ship : Far from a scarefest
Based on a true incident, 

the film begins with a 
chilling scene. As the film 

proceeds, debutant writer-di-
rector Bhanu Pratap Singh be-
gins to tease us with flashes of 
the incident that led to Sea Bird 
becoming the dreaded haunted 
ship. He juxtaposes this with 
Prithvi’s poignant past 

 Solving Sea Bird’s mystery 
deaths gives Prithvi’s life a sense 
of purpose. Vicky Kaushal car-
ries his character’s guilt and his 
new found mission with utmost 
honesty. The actor manages to 

deliver consistently despite a 
repetitive screenplay that puts 
him in the exact same situation, 
many times over. Bhumi Ped-
nekar as Prithvi’s wife puts in a 
brief special appearance, while 
Ashutosh Rana’s character is 
too casually written to be taken 
seriously. Rana plays the learned 
professor Joshi, who moves 
around with what looks like an 
old voltmeter to chase away the 
ghost. When that fails, he even 
ends up chanting mantras.

Generally, the horror films 
have a few hallmarks to effec-

tively scare its audience. 
These include well-timed 

j u m p s c a re s ,  a n  a l a r m i n g 
background score, believable 
computer graphics (CGI) and 
make-up (wherever required) 
that makes the characters look 
genuinely scary. But the make-
up here ends up making the 
characters look unintentionally 
funny, rather than scary. The 
film manages to throw in a few 
terrifying moments while keep-
ing the background score subtle. 
The CGI often gives away even 
as the cinematography is con-

sistently dark to create the eerie 
atmospherics. But all of this is 
in service of a story that doesn’t 
stay afloat for long.

While the film’s runtime is 
short, the pace seems exhausting 
because most of the scenes are 
concluded abruptly, leaving you 
waiting for the big reveal. How-
ever, the all-important backstory 
isn’t convincing enough to make 
your wait worth it. For a horror 
film, ‘Bhoot Part One the Haunt-
ed Ship’ falls short of sending 
chills down your spine. At best, it 
can give you a few spooks.A scene from the movie
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1- What makes your university 
unique? 

We are creating an unprece-
dented culture of teaching and 
learning in the Kingdom of Bah-
rain. It begins with the structure 
of our programs, and is carried 
throughout everything we do, 
from our teaching style to ex-
tra-curricular activities. The 
American University of Bahrain 
(AUBH) offers an American-style 
education, which fosters inter-
action and collaboration among 
students, faculty and the profes-
sional community. This results in 
a unique educational journey for 
students, going beyond what’s 
learned in the classroom. We 
know that today’s challenging job 
market calls for critical thinking, 
teamwork, analysis, leadership, 
entrepreneurship and generally 
“learning to learn.” 

We go beyond textbook knowl-
edge acquisition to create tools 
and real-world situations, where 
critical thinking, creativity and 
problem-solving are tested, and 
put into practice. A one-size-fits-
all approach does not create an 
extraordinary graduate. Our stu-
dents are introduced to non-tradi-
tional educational settings such as 
workshops, studios, internships, 
and real-world case studies that 
allow them to observe, model, 
apply, and master what they are 
being taught. Our curriculum is 
also very flexible, so if a student 
discovers new interests in the first 
two years at our University, they 
will be supported to find their 
true passion within our dynamic 
programs.

On an experiential level, we 
know that the learning environ-
ment can influence creativity and 
positive student outcomes. With 
this in mind, our oasis-like, mod-
ern, technologically enhanced 
campus was born. AUBH’s 75,000 
square meter purpose-built Cam-

pus in Riffa, is a masterpiece of 
form and function - designed by 
U.S.-based consultants and ar-
chitects, Ayers Saint Gross (ASG), 
specialists in designing education-
al spaces. Our Campus features 9 
purpose-built buildings, the Wel-
come Center, the Auditorium, the 
Academic Quad consisting of four 
academic buildings, the Students 
Common, the Library, the Soccer 
Field and the Sports Center. It 
also features three water features, 
collaborative lab and smart class-
room technology with Clever-
touch Technology screens, Goog-
le’s Alexa enabled-classrooms 
The thoughtful and aesthetically 
pleasing designs, inside and out-
side, offer a unique educational 
venue where students, staff and 
faculty can thrive.

2- Students, who pursue cours-
es offered by foreign univer-
sities, here often face accred-
itation issues from the part of 
the Ministry of Education. Has 
your university taken up this 
issue with the Ministry of Ed-
ucation? 

AUBH is proud to be licensed 
by the Higher Education Council 
(HEC) of the Ministry of Educa-
tion of Bahrain. Of course, we aim 
to fulfill the requirements of HEC, 
and have received constant advice 
that allows AUBH to understand 
and comply with the spirit of the 
regulatory guidelines.  We are also 
in the process of applying for U.S. 
accreditation with one of the six 
U.S.regional accreditors recog-
nised by the U.S. Secretary of Edu-
cation and the Council for Higher 
Education Accreditation (CHEA), 
holding the highest level of qual-
ity assurance at the institutional 
level.S  Having said that, our Stu-
dents will own locally recognized 
degrees, with global mobility, and 
the AUBH quality mark for which 
we will become renowned.

3- Every University faces short-
age of qualified/efficient facul-

ty members. How is your uni-
versity tackling the issue? 

For recruitment of our faculty 
and staff, we collaborated with 
global education recruitment 
firms. They have very specific 
criteria on credentials and ex-
perience in American-style edu-
cation. For us, it is about finding 
experts who not only meet our ac-
ademic credentials requirements, 
but are also problem-solvers, and 
self-starters who are passionate, 
and want to make a difference 
in the world of global education. 
They are willing to go the extra 
mile to ensure AUBH Students 
are learning and applying the soft 
skills that are at the heart of our 
approach. These skills include 
creativity, critical thinking, con-
structive inquiry, problem-solv-
ing, decision-making, entrepre-
neurship, and digital literacy to 
name a few. Supported by the 
Kingdom’s visionary plan on ed-
ucation and Bahrain’s key position 
as the “Best Place for Expatriates” 
(2019 InterNations Expat Survey), 
international faculty will seek out 
roles at AUBH. I look forward to 
working with some of the best ed-
ucators in the world on our state-
of-the-art, innovative Campus. 

4- Could you tell us about the 
admission process/ qualifying 
exams and scores?

We accept students from vari-
ous local and international edu-

cation systems, giving AUBH a 
diverse and multicultural stu-
dent body. The admissions re-
quirements are an overall GPA of 
75% or equivalent, and an IELTS 
score of 6 or equivalent. There is 
great emphasis on the personal 
interview element of the admis-
sions process, as motivation is im-
portant to be successful at AUBH 
and thereafter in the employment 
market. So, in the interview pro-
cess, we look for creative and 
talented young people with an 
entrepreneurial spirit, and most 
important an enthusiasm for their 
education and what it will allow 
them to do with the rest of their 
lives – this defines the perfect 
AUBH candidate. 

5- Does the university offer 
scholarships to meritorious 
Bahraini students?

Yes. We have scholarship 
support from the Ministry of 
Education, the Bahrain Defense 
Force, and other local sources. 
We look forward to corporate 
and additional governmental 
scholarships in the next year as 
well. For our inaugural class of 
2023, we have already granted 
scholarships to students who I 
believe embody the AUBH mis-
sion, vision, and passion. They 
went through a rigorous evalua-
tion process, comprised of faculty, 
administrators and our Provost. 
The Students were selected based 
on their exemplary academic per-
formance, personal achievements, 
and motivation to succeed in an 
American-style environment. 

6- What are the research fa-
cilities offered by the university 
in various disciplines?

We presently have a dual-floor 
library at the heart of the Cam-
pus. It can accommodate over 
200 simultaneous users in both 
shared and private study spac-
es and meeting rooms. As well 
as being an e-resource center, it 
houses text and reference books, 
and periodicals in individual 
sections. Faculty, Students, and 
Staff can access over 170,000 of 
the latest international e-books, 

research papers and more 
than 25,000 e-journals in 
different languages as part 
of AUBH’s ProQuest offer-
ing. There are also several 
study areas with computers 
for downloading research 
papers, e-journals, e-books, 
and other reading material. 

We have labs for chem-
istry, physics, and biology, 
plus a well-equipped IT 
lab to support research. In 
the planning stages are a 
media lab for AV and pro-
duction work, a mechanical 
engineering lab, and a space 

built specifically for students 
of architecture. We also have 
several hundred square meters 
planned as an Innovation Hub 
that can be utilised for any busi-
ness partner relationships that 
we may develop over the next 
several years. Our programs 
contain elements in which re-
search will be key, and students 
will manage their own research 
projects independently. 

7- Looking forward, what are 
the university’s future plans?

We plan to continue to sup-
port the Kingdom’s 2030 vision 
by maintaining quality in our ed-
ucational programs with a strong 
emphasis on soft skills and a rep-
lication of an American-style ex-
perience. This provides an option 
for students who finish secondary 
education and would normally 
look to continue learning in the 
United States or the UK or else-
where. AUBH provides a viable 
and accessible alternative to 
moving to another country where 
students get the highest quality 
education and academic credits 
that are mobile, preparing them to 
work around the globe or in Bah-
rain, whatever their choice. This 
approach allows AUBH to gradu-
ate employment-ready students 
and positively impact local and 
regional economies. To further 
demonstrate our commitment to 
quality education and student ex-
perience, we are currently seek-
ing U.S. regional accreditation. 
and are exploring affiliations with 
U.S.-based academic institutions. 

Empowering students to  
be the masters of destiny 
American University of Bahrain offers a unique educational journey for students, going beyond classrooms

American University of Bahrain (AUBH) is an 
educational institution par excellence, which offers 

an impetus to the Kingdom’s great goal to emerge 
as an education hub of the region. The university is 

the first comprehensive, purpose-built, American-
style university in the Kingdom, which was opened 

in September 2019. In an exclusive interview with 
The Daily Tribune, its Founding President Dr Susan 

E Saxton says that AUBH curriculum focuses on 
supporting students to discover their true passion 

while pursuing its dynamic programmes. Excerpts: 

The university’s 75,000 square meter purpose-built Campus in Riffa, is a masterpiece of form and function - designed by 
US-based consultants and architects, Ayers Saint Gross (ASG), specialists in designing educational spaces. 

driving excellence



Rafael Nadal off the mark in Acapulco
AFP | Acapulco, Mexico

Rafael Nadal marked his 
return to action with a 

straight-sets victory over Pab-
lo Andujar on Tuesday as he 
launched his bid to reclaim the 
world number one ranking at 
the Mexico Open in Acapulco.

The 33-year-old Spaniard, 
playing for the first time since 

his quarter-final exit to Dom-
inic Thiem at the Australian 
Open last month, claimed a 6-3, 
6-2 victory over compatriot An-
dujar in 1hr 30min.

“The most important thing 
when you have not competed 
for a while is to win, I need-
ed a match like today to get in 
rhythm and gain some confi-
dence,” Nadal said.
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Maria Sharapova announces retirement
AFP | London

Five-time Grand Slam win-
ner Maria Sharapova, 
one of the world’s most 

recognisable and highest-paid 
sportswomen, on Wednesday 
announced her retirement at the 
age of 32.

“Tennis — I’m saying good-
bye,” Sharapova said in an ar-
ticle for Vogue and Vanity Fair 
magazines.

“After 28 years and five Grand 
Slam titles, though, I’m ready 
to scale another mountain — to 
compete on a different type of 
terrain.”

Sharapova burst onto the 
scene as a supremely gifted teen-
ager and won her Grand Slams 
before serving a 15-month ban 
for failing a drugs test at the 2016 
Australian Open.

The Russian former world 
number one’s ranking is cur-
rently 373rd.

Sharapova has hardly played 
in the past year because of 
long-standing shoulder prob-
lems.

When she did feature she lost 
as many matches as she won 
and was dumped out in the first 

rounds at Wimbledon, the US 
Open and, most recently, the 
Australian Open in Melbourne.

Siberia-born Sharapova first 
picked up a racquet at the age of 
four in Sochi, where her Bela-

rus-born parents had settled af-
ter escaping the deadly clutches 
of the 1986 Chernobyl disaster.

She shot to fame as a giggly 
17-year-old Wimbledon winner 
in 2004, the third-youngest play-
er to conquer the All England 
Club’s hallowed grass courts.

‘Tennis gave me life’ 
She became world number 

one in 2005, at the age of 18, and 
won the US Open the next year.

“One of the keys to my success 
was that I never looked back and 
I never looked forward,” Shara-
pova said on Wednesday.

“I believed that if I kept grind-
ing and grinding, I could push 
myself to an incredible place.”

But in 2007 Sharapova be-
gan her long on-off battle with 
shoulder trouble.

She would win the 2008 Aus-
tralian Open before a second 
shoulder injury kept her off tour 
for the second half of the season, 
missing the US Open and Beijing 
Olympics.

In 2012, the Siberian-born 
Sharapova captured the French 
Open to become the 10th wom-
an to complete a career Grand 
Slam. She added Olympic silver 
to her resume that year.

Her 2014 French Open title 
was another high after a dispir-
iting injury low.

More fitness troubles followed 
before the bombshell announce-
ment of her positive test for the 
banned heart drug meldonium.

Always a fighter
Always a fighter -- the seven-

year-old Maria and father Yuri 
left for the US in 1994 with just a 
borrowed $700 to their names -- 
Sharapova returned to the sport 
in 2017.

“In giving my life to tennis, 
tennis gave me a life,” Sharapova 
said in her retirement missive.

“I’ll miss it everyday. I’ll miss 

the training and my daily rou-
tine: Waking up at dawn, lacing 
my left shoe before my right, and 
closing the court’s gate before I 
hit my first ball of the day.

“I’ll miss my team, my coach-
es. I’ll miss the moments sitting 
with my father on the practice 
court bench. The handshakes 
— win or lose — and the ath-
letes, whether they knew it or 
not, who pushed me to be my  
best.

“Looking back now, I realize 
that tennis has been my moun-
tain. My path has been filled 
with valleys and detours, but 
the views from its peak were 
incredible.”

Sharapova had been the high-
est-paid female athlete in the 
world in the 11 years up to 2016, 
according to Forbes business 
magazine.

She netted prize money alone 
of $38.8 million (35.7m euros) 
in a career during which she 
won 36 singles titles. Forbes, in 
its 2016 article, said the Flori-
da-based Russian had banked 
nearly $300m from prize money, 
appearances and endorsements 
since she turned professional 
in 2001.

Maria Sharapova with the trophy after winning the French Open in 2014 (file 
photo)

KNOW WHAT

Maria Sharapova’s 
most recent Grand 
Slam victory was at 
the French Open in 

2014

BIC Chief Executive treats karting team 
members to appreciation breakfast

 TDT | Manama

Bahrain International Circuit 
(BIC) Chief Executive Shai-

kh Salman bin Isa Al Khalifa 
treated the BIC staff members 
who competed in the 24-hour 
final round of the 2019/2020 
Bahrain Karting Enduro Cham-
pionship (BKEC) to a hearty 
breakfast.

BIC COO Fayez Ramzy Fayez 
was also on hand, along with 
a majority of the group that 
competed in the race, which 
was held recently at Bahrain 
International Karting Circuit 

(BIKC) in Sakhir. 
Shaikh Salman thanked the 

staff members who took the 
time and effort to take part in 
the day-long event, which is 
one of the toughest challenges 
at the grassroots level of motor 
racing.  He also praised them 
for their bravery and wished 
them all the best in any future 
races they may compete in. 

BIC entered two squads in 
the meeting, with many of the 
drivers racing at this level of 
motorsport for the first time. 

The BIC Nation team includ-
ed Jassim Marhoon, Mohamed 

Juma, Sara Kanian, Salman Ka-
nian, Mohamed Isa, Ali Abdu-
Alnabi, Khalid Al Hubaishi and 
Ahmed Falmarzi. They com-
pleted 1,067 laps in the race. 

The BIC Corporate squad 
featured Royden Giles, Fat-
en Amin, Nigel Dias, Riyanna 
D’Souza, Amal Moosa, Sunil 
Chadhuray, Phani Shanker, 
Mecwyan Castelino and Don-
ald Castelino. They finished the 
event with a total of 1,009 laps. 

All the action took place 
along BIKC’s 1.414-kilometre 
Commission Internationale de 
Karting (CIK) Track at BIKC.

BIC Chief Executive Shaikh Salman bin Isa Al Khalifa  with the team members

BIC hosts exciting Open Track Day and 
passenger experiences on Saturday
 TDT| Manama

Bahrain International Circuit 
(BIC) hosts an Open Track 

Day on Saturday, giving mot-
orsport fans a chance to satisfy 
their need for speed. 

Open Track is a non-competi-
tive event that allows drivers to 
explore their very own vehicle’s 
performance within a safe and 
controlled environment. 

Driver etiquette is of ultimate 
importance, so there is no close 
or aggressive overtaking. Over-
taking is by invitation between 
corners and driving is moni-
tored, with poor or dangerous 
driving dealt with swiftly by 
officials. 

Saturday’s Open Track is 
scheduled from 12noon until 
7pm and it will take place along 
BIC’s 5.412-kilometre Grand 
Prix track—the same that will 
be raced on in next month’s For-
mula 1 Gulf Air Bahrain Grand 
Prix 2020. The cost to take part 
is BD89.500 for the full day and 
BD63 for a half day. There is also 

an option of a single session for 
BD26.500. 

Also set to be held as part of 
Open Track Day are the Jaguar 
Experience and passenger ex-
periences in a Clio Cup car and 
a Radical SR3 prototype. 

Delivered through a unique 
and tailored drive, the Jag-
uar Experience has been de-
signed to ensure that all guests 
are given a dynamic, hands-
on and memorable time in 
a Jaguar F-Type. The cost 
for the Jaguar Experience is  
BD63. 

The Clio Cup car is a Re-
nault-manufactured racing 
machine that features a 1.6-li-
tre. Turbocharged engine that 
can generate up to 220bhp 
and 6,000rpm. The passenger 
experience can be bought for 
BD26.500. 

The Radical SR3 boasts an 
RPE-Suzuki Generation 1,340 
DOHC engine. It can go from 
zero to 100kph in 3.4 seconds, 
and it has a six-speed sequential 
gearbox and paddle gearshift 
system. The SR3 passenger ride 
costs BD37.

Rafael Nadal hits a return

A car on the track at BIC
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Hague secures 
maiden pro title 

Englishman wins US$75,000 Royal Golf Club Bahrain Open

TDT | Manama

All the days of self-doubt-
ing are over for England’s 
David Hague as he put 

together a brilliant back nine on 
another very windy day yester-
day to secure his maiden profes-
sional win at the $75,000 Royal 
Golf Club Bahrain Open, in only 
his fourth start in the paid ranks.

The 24-year-old from Malton 
and Norton Golf Club, who rose 

to number 76 in the World Am-
ateur Golf Ranking and turned 
pro earlier this year only after 
securing his card through the 
MENA Tour Qualifying School, 
knuckled down on the back nine 
and shot a one-under par 71 to 
tally nine-under par 207 for the 
three days.

In the end, that proved to be 
one better than former Euro-
pean Tour star Victor Riu (70) 
of France.

The Scottish pair of Ryan 

Lumsden (71) and Callum Fyfe 
(70) were tied third at seven-un-
der par 209 alongside England’s 
Ben Hutchinson (67) and Swe-
den’s Henric Sturehed (68) – the 
two best cards on a day when 
players had to battle through oc-
casional drizzle and steady high 
wind at the Colin Montgom-
erie-designed Royal Golf Club.

Saud Al Sharif, a member of 
the Saudi national team and of 
The Royal Golf Club, could not 
replicate the stunning perfor-
mance from the second round 
and slipped down the leader-
board with an 81 in his first ex-
perience of playing in the leader 
group of a professional event. 
However, his two-over par total 
was still good enough to win him 
the Low Amateur of the Tourna-
ment prize.

Hague, who recently finished 
runner-up at the NEWGIZA Open 
in Cairo, started the final round 
as leader by one shot, but was 
trailing at the turn after mak-
ing a double bogey on the sev-
enth hole and Lumsden surging 
ahead with an eagle on the par-5 
ninth hole. At that stage, Hague 
was seven-under.

But the champion made 
three birdies on the back nine 
as against a solitary bogey on 
the 12th hole, including a cru-
cial one on the par-4 15th hole, 
which was playing very tough 
into the headwind. It was a two-
shot swing against both Lums-

den and Riu, his closest rivals, 
who dropped shots on the same  
hole.

“This is amazing and very sat-
isfying. I have been thinking of 
turning professional for more 
than a year now and always had 
my doubts about it. I felt I was 
on a good run when I played the 
MENA Tour Qualifying School, 
and thought it was a good time 
to make the decision. This win 
definitely validates it,” said 
Hague, a member of the Great 
Britain and Ireland Walker Cup 

team.
“I drove consistently well 

this whole week and that really 
was the key to my winning. I 
struggled with my putter from 
inside six feet and made several 
three-putts – something I need 
to work on.

“When I was trailing at the 
turn, I knew I needed to be pa-
tient because the back nine of 
this golf course has been pretty 
good to me. And yes, that birdie 
on the 15th was a key moment 
for me.”

Al Sharif was disappointed 
with his round, but not disheart-
ened with his effort.

“It was a tough day on the golf 
course, but I wanted to do better 
than what I did. However, this is 
my first time in a situation like 
this and I am sure I have learned 
a lot on how to handle things in 
the future. This experience will 
make me a better player,” said 
the 19-year-old.

The MENA Tour travels to Aqa-
ba, Jordan, for the $75,000 Jour-
ney to Jordan next week. 

Hague in action during yesterday’s final round

Hague, left, and Al Sharif, right, with Royal Golf Club General Manager Chris Garrity

Former champ Luan Miau 
takes on Issa Isakov in Brazil
TDT | Manama

The former BRAVE CF Light-
weight world champion 

Luan “Miau” Santiago is sched-
uled to make his comeback at 
home in March, when the pro-
motion returns to Brazil for a 
record-tying fifth time. Santia-
go will face tough competition 
in his homecoming bout, as he 
takes on the Belgium’s prospect 
Issa Isakov.

One of the most active ath-
letes in the entire BRAVE CF 
roster, Luan Miau is going for 
his eighth bout under the Mid-
dle East premier promotion’s 
banner. Coming of a win over 
Gadzhimusa Gaziev last No-
vember in Bahrain, Santiago 
boasts a professional record of 
15 wins and only 4 losses.

Coincidentally, Issa Isakov 
made his professional debut 
just a couple of months before 
Miau’s last bout but that doesn’t 
mean the Belgian striking artist 
didn’t manage to keep up, with 
a 5-1 record against high-level 
competition, including an im-
pressive submission win over 
Rami Hamed in his BRAVE CF 
debut. 

In addition, Isakov was one of 
the most accomplished amateur 
athletes in recent IMMAF histo-
ry, with several medals won in 
continental and World Cham-
pionships, alongside an impres-

sive 15-4 amateur record.
Luan Santiago vs Issa Isak-

ov will take place at BRAVE 
CF 35,on March 28th, 2020 in 
Balneário Camboriú, an event 
marking the fifth time the fast-
est-growing MMA organization 
in the world hosts an event in 
Brazil. The country will become 
the number one home of BRAVE 

Combat Federation alongside 
the Kingdom of Bahrain.

The show, the first promot-
ed by the Bahrain-based pro-
motion outside of Curitiba and 
Belo Horizonte in Brazil, is 
headlined by Cleiton “Preda-
tor” making the first defense 
of his Lightweight title against 
Sweden’s Guram Kutateladze. 

Fernando and Mendis power Sri 
Lanka to 345-8 against West Indies
AFP | Hambantota, Sri Lanka

Avishka Fernando and Kusal 
Mendis both hit centuries 

to take Sri Lanka to an imposing 
345 for eight in the second one-
day international against West 
Indies on Wednesday.

Fernando, who blasted 127, 
and Mendis, who made 119, put 
on 239 runs in Sri Lanka’s high-
est third-wicket stand

West Indies won the toss and 
elected to bowl in their bid to 
square the three-match series, 
and paceman Sheldon Cottrell 
did not disappoint with twin 
strikes on successive balls in the 
fourth over.

Skipper Dimuth Karunaratne 
went for one and Kusal Perera 
fell for nought in his 100th ODI 
before Mendis denied Cottrell 
a hat-trick and combined with 
Fernando to thwart the opposi-
tion bowling.

Mendis got one reprieve on 

two when West Indies skipper 
Kieron Pollard dropped a sim-
ple chance at first slip off Jason 
Holder. He went on to score his 
second one-day hundred.

Mendis and Fernando, who 
hit his career-best ODI score 

in 123 balls, smashed 22 fours 
between them.

Fast bowler Alzarri Jospeh 
finally claimed the centurions 
in the space of 14 deliveries, and 
then bowled former captain 
Angelo Mathews for one.

Sri Lanka’s Kusal Mendis (L) and Avishka Fernando run between the wickets

Lampard concerned by ‘sobering’ night for Chelsea
AFP | London 

Chelsea manager Frank 
Lampard admitted a 3-0 

thrashing at home to Bayern 
Munich in the first leg of their 
Champions League last 16 tie 
was a reality check for how far 

behind the European elite the 
Blues now find themselves.

Lampard captained the Chel-
sea side that beat Bayern on 
home soil in the 2012 final, but 
the gulf between the teams that 
has emerged in recent years 
was in full evidence at Stamford 

Bridge.Serge Gnabry’s quickfire 
double early in the second half 
was just reward for Bayern’s 
dominance of the first 45 min-
utes when only some poor fin-
ishing and Chelsea goalkeeper 
Willy Caballero kept the hosts 
in the game.


